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ABSTRACT

A small electronic corpus of seventeenth-century Quaker texts in prose broadside format,
published between 1658 and 1675, was subjected to linguistic analysis. Comparisons are made
with similar non-Quaker broadside texts as well as wider Quaker writings. The study looks into
pragmatic functions and organisation of the early Quaker broadsides as well as certain surface
linguistic structures. Evidence is thus provided for aspects of the Quaker writers’ message in
England. This was an expression of urgency and prophetic warnings of the danger of not
turning to the Truth as the Quakers experienced it. The texts are shown to have been written
in a strikingly direct personal communicative style, more evident in the broadsides even than in
the Quaker texts found in a wider electronic corpus.
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In no less than fifteen instances, Thomason notes that a broadside, or as he usually
terms it a ‘Libell’, was scattered up and down the streets during the night. In a few
other cases he states that a pamphlet or broadside was given away in Westminster
Hall, fastened on a church door, or distributed by Quakers. (Fortescue et al. 1908:
Vol 1, Part 1, Preface)

INTRODUCTION

This paper focuses on a linguistic case study of a small corpus of broadside texts
extracted from a digital corpus of a variety of Quaker tracts published between
1655 and 1699, all held at the Library of the Religious Society of Friends in London.
There are eighteen such texts, written by seventeen different authors (two are by
Humphery Wollrich) in the corpus published between 1658 and 1675; this was
during the period of the collapse of the English Commonwealth and the eventual
restoration of the monarchy in 1660. This sub-corpus of Quaker broadside texts
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(26,871 words) was compared for analysis to a newly created digital corpus (27,495
words) of a range of prose broadsides by non-Quakers. The main Quaker corpus,
minus the eighteen broadside texts (374,382 words approximately), is used as a
further comparator, along with selected texts from two other available corpora of
Early Modern English texts, covering the same period. These are known respec-
tively as the Helsinki and the Lampeter corpora. Word counts for the relevant
texts that are contemporary with the Quaker broadsides are: Helsinki corpus
(169,479 words approximately) and Lampeter (954,561 approximately). The non-
Quaker broadsides cannot be said to be representative but are randomly selected
to conform to the date range of the Quaker broadsides.

The present study is part of a larger enquiry into aspects of early Quaker prose
style and to my knowledge is the first such study to use electronic concordance
techniques for the analysis of Quaker writing. Many other enquiries into historical
linguistic data, not only of English, are now in print; for example, see Cecconi
(2009), Hiltunen and Skaffari (2003), Jucker (2009), Rissanen et al. (1993), to
select just a few out of the prolific range of studies in this fast-growing discipline.
However, almost nothing has been published on the language and discourse of
early English prose broadside texts (see McShane 2009). Details of the design and
content of the Helsinki and the Lampeter corpora can be accessed via the links
contained in the list of references at the end of this article. For comparison with
the Quaker corpus, only those texts contemporary with the Quaker tracts have
been used.

The purpose in attempting a study of the Quaker broadsides (henceforth QBS)
is twofold. First, a manageably compact collection of texts written by seventeen
Quakers of the mid-seventeenth century allows for a more detailed manual inves-
tigation of complete texts than would be the case using electronically produced
word lists and concordance lines. This is so even though the immediate contexts
(a few words to the right and left of the node word) are retrievable within the
software. Lexis (vocabulary), grammar and syntax are all included in the study but
only where quantitative analysis has already proved to be fruitful. Secondly, the
prose broadside as a text type seems to have received very little attention to date.
Within the wider Quaker corpus there is a great diversity of publication types,
authors, text types and communicative purposes; this case study attempts to throw
light on to at least one of these types, namely the prose broadside. The question
addressed here is: What can the present enquiry tell us about Quaker prose
writing of this important period of both English and Quaker history?

The QBSs were analysed first at a discourse level according to the following
four categories: structure of the texts and the visual layout; cohesion; personal
pronouns; aspects of verb form and use. This brought to light several features that
required more detailed analysis through quantitative studies. The two broad
language categories covered are:

e  certain specific aspects of verb use
e the use of the interjection ‘Ok’ and ‘O’ (also found to be more frequent
that expected).
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Inferences about the immediacy of the style employed by these seventeen writers
are discussed along with considered answers to the question posed above.
Comparisons are then made with contemporary seventeenth-century broadsides
(henceforth non-QBS).

BROADSIDES IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

Broadsides (or ‘broadsheets’) are single sheets of paper printed on one side only
and forming one large page or half-page. They were intended to be pinned or
nailed up in public places or freely distributed, rather like present-day flyers; their
original use was mainly for disseminating royal proclamations and other official
documents by the likes of councillors and lord mayors. Often they were legalistic
in tone and purpose. During the seventeenth century people started to use the
format for political or religious agitation; many of them were in verse with the
name of a suggested tune to sing them to. These publications were known as
broadside ballads and became very widespread. The price for a cheap single sheet
was usually 1d at this time. This and more detailed background information is
covered in Glaister (1960) and on the website of the National Library of Scotland.
Broadsides were so inexpensive they were frequently seen as common property
and were shared, borrowed, and taken oft walls where they had been pinned up
and passed on. They could be read aloud to a group of people, perhaps with non-
readers standing around, in a public area (see Walsham 1994: 34, cited in Cecconi
2009: 140). McShane (2009: n.p.) paints a picture of the widespread existence of
broadsides in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Britain:

An amazing variety of broadside products cluttered up the streets and infiltrated lives
in early modern England. The physical nature of the broadside enabled it to func-
tion spatially, visually and aurally, reaching socially broad and numerous audiences.
Yet the traditional cost of a broadside, a penny, did not change over three centuries
of the early modern period. What was ‘popular’ and what was possibly an ‘instru-
ment of social domination’, foisted on audiences by educational and social elites, in
this context?

As we shall see, the Quaker campaign was neither popular nor a product foisted
by a social elite.

THE QUANTITY AND NATURE OF THE QUAKER BROADSIDE HOLDINGS

Because of the ephemeral nature of these publications, designed to be read and
then thrown away, we cannot be sure of the proportion of official documents to
ballads, political or religious material that has come down to us. A very rough
estimation of the 611 broadsides (ballads and other verse as well as prose) on the
EEBO (Early English Books Online) website for the period 1655-75 indicates
approximately 46% (285 items) from official sources and approximately 8% from
Quaker sources (49). The RSoF Library at Friends House, London, holds
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approximately 140 Quaker items catalogued as broadsides and published between
1655 and 1675. Licences for printing tracts of all kinds were tightly controlled in
the 1650s and even more so from the Licensing Act of 1662, known as the
Clarendon Code (see Green and Peters 2002: 75). The state censor Roger
L’Estrange carried out extensive searches for the next decade and beyond, and
Friends needed to exercise more self-censorship (Green and Peters 2002: 75). As
many publications, especially broadsides, were unlicensed they needed to be
anonymous. It is all the more surprising therefore to find that all the eighteen
broadsides in the QBS are by a single, named individual though the printer’s
name is always omitted.

The eighteen QBS in the present sub-corpus range in size from 11"X7" to
14"%10". Other broadsides of the period in Friends House Library, not in the
present sub-corpus, can be as large as 23"X14"; for example, To Parliament now
sitting at Westminster (1659), which, being printed on better quality paper and with
the embellishment of some red ink, is an uncharacteristically expensive Quakers
publication for its time. According to Green and Peters (2002: 70), the first
Quaker broadside was published in 1655 by George Fox: An exhortation to you who
contemne the power of God. Six of the QBS are clearly open letters and ten of the
remainder have specific ‘recipients’ in view who are addressed as thou or you.
Green (2000: 411) explains that ‘the genre had been adopted by Baptists and
Quakers as a means of stating their case to their supporters and to a wider con-
stituency who came across their “letters”. The broadside holdings in the Friends
House Library, as well as those held elsewhere, are therefore of real interest in the
context of the present study.

THE TwO BROADSIDE SUB-CORPORA IN THE CASE STUDY

Each of the Quaker texts except one is signed by one named individual and the
exception is the broadside tract which, rather than the Friend’s full name, simply
has the initials F.B. printed at the foot. Unlike many of the pamphlets, there are
no broadsides with multiple authorship and none in this sample is completely
anonymous. The non-Quaker texts in the comparator sub-corpus are taken from
the EEBO non-ballad broadside collection and are limited to publication dates of
between 1655 and 1675; seventeen of them come from the main broadside area
of EEBO and the remaining eleven are taken from the Thomason collection.
Thus in all there are twenty-eight texts and most of them are considerably shorter
than the QBS. The full bibliographic list for both broadside sub-corpora are listed
at the end of this paper.

A close study of the eighteen Quaker examples, plus a visual inspection of
many other broadsides held at Friends House Library, indicates the following
characteristics likely to be found in a typical Quaker broadside. The list is
matched with examples from the twenty-eight non-Quaker prose broadside texts
used as a comparator for this case study; these listed characteristics should in no
way be seen as exhaustive features.
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Table 1
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Quaker broadside characteristics

Non-Quaker broadside characteristics

printed on just one side of a folio or half-
folio sheet in roman type and on cheap

paper.

from just a single author signed at the foot
of the page.

address a group directly, e.g. a local or
national community; priests or scholars,
rulers, magistrates or the ‘government’.

has required the printer to fit as much text
as possible into the allotted space—very
little ‘white space’ allowed.

starts with a clear opening salutation to the
ostensible readership and a short but simply
expressed closing section.

has a large, undecorated initial letter,
except when addressing monarch or other
rulers, when a simple woodcut is used for
that letter. No pictures or other
decorations are used.

probably between 1,000 and 2,000 words

printed on just one side of a folio or half-
folio sheet in roman type and on cheap

paper.

signed by authority, professional person
(legal) or occasional private individual.
Sometimes anonymous.

sometimes address a group directly, or to
authority if there is a grievance; otherwise
to the general public as readership.

sometimes  well-set out and more
expensive-looking, including pictures and

coloured text. Often much ‘white space’.

if from authority, then impressive headings
with  heraldry and woodcut
otherwise simpler heading.

images;

frequently, decorated initial letter.

often quite short, especially proclamations.

long. Corpus has texts between 360-3,000
words.

explains the ‘better’, Quaker way of | numerous and diverse communicative

spiritual practice. purposes.

persuades or warns the reader(s) and
probably demonstrates some injustice or
suffering.

quotes often from the Bible, probably
woven into the text.

This list covers the visual aspects of the publication type. The discourse
organisation and linguistic aspects are covered in the following section.

RESULTS OF DISCOURSAL AND LINGUISTIC ANALYSES
OF QUAKER BROADSIDE TEXTS

The purpose of the analysis of the broadsides is twofold. On the one hand it
seems important to establish whether the QBS sub-texts are merely a version of
seventeenth-century Quaker prose texts or whether there is something distinctive
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about the Quaker broadsides as a text type. On the other hand there is an equal
necessity to attempt to establish whether seventeenth-century prose broadsides,
whatever the provenance, have a distinctiveness compared to the wider variety of
text types found within the Helsinki and Lampeter corpora. Comparisons made in
this section, therefore, address these two aims, although the QBS are the primary
focus of the investigation. From the findings, the following aspects of discourse
functions are indicated in the QBS:

1) a strong and urgent sense of personal communication from the writer to
the reader(ship), directly addressing an individual or a group of individu-
als and often using exclamatory features indicating a mode of orality.

2) an expressed urgency about the spiritual nature of events happening now
and also in the immediate past but very relevant for now (in the seven-
teenth-century sense of ‘now’). Action is required on the part of the
reader(ship).

3) prophetic communication.

Additionally, some aspects of Quaker prose style of this period are found here in
greater concentration than in the Quaker corpus as a whole, notably the distinc-
tive syntax of the community of Quaker writers and the preference for figurative
writing. The case study allows these features to be studied and revealed with more
clarity than is feasible when faced with a large body of texts. The results have
been obtained through a combination of working by hand from the paper texts as
well as through the usual corpus linguistic tools of concordancing data and
frequency lists. As stated above, the Helsinki and Lampeter sub-corpora provide
comparison data where relevant, and a small sub-corpus of religious texts from
within the Lampeter selection has been isolated and used as a second comparator,
again only where relevant. This Lampeter sub-corpus contains approximately
135,400 words. Aspects 1) to 3), listed above, will be expanded upon using the
quantitative data as supporting evidence.

VISUAL LAYOUT OF THE QBS

A general comparison of the appearance, layout and discourse structure of the
broadsides is offered here, although it must be reiterated that printers and writers
used a great variety in all of these and one should not over-generalise from this
case study corpus. The Quakers’ broadsides are evidently produced as cheaply as
possible and many of them have as much text as can be squeezed onto one side of
paper, regardless of the size of paper chosen. There is often very little ‘white
space’; clearly in the seventeenth century there were different ideas about what
would be eye-catching. Indeed in a few instances the printer has had to use a
smaller font size for the last few column inches in order to keep to the required
single side of paper. The name of the author is frequently slipped in right at the
foot of the page. All the broadsides in the QBS are signed by single individuals,
albeit brave ones, since those Friends would have been unlicensed to publish at
this time and therefore aware of contravening the law.
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The visual blocking of the broadside was probably chosen by the printer. For
example, sometimes one wide column or two narrower ones were created, some
being separated by a central vertical line. If the addressee was the king or the
current ‘head of state’, the usual large initial letter of the first word of the text was
embellished by a woodcut. Five of the eighteen texts are printed without
paragraph breaks, just one block of print; of the remaining thirteen some have
clearly defined paragraphs but others may have just two where the structure of the
text would have required more (in terms of present-day English expectations), or
just a few unevenly distributed paragraphs. It is not clear to what extent the
printer (also probably working illegally at that time) would have sought to
improve the visual layout. A detailed analysis of the texts reveals in several cases a
clearer internal logical structure than that given by the surface visual impression.
In contrast, the non-QBS have a more professional appearance, the official ones
may be in black letter type' (with a ‘gothic font’ appearance), some have detailed
pictures from woodcuts and are set out pleasingly. Those broadsides paid for by
individuals, for instance the widow (‘relict’) of William Guthrie, are less impressive
in appearance though still less cluttered or tightly packed than some of the QBS.
The texts are more conventionally organized, with paragraphing used for all but
the shortest texts and proclamations.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIVE STYLE

Several initial searches of the QBS corpus, using Wordsmith Tools 5.0, indicated
that promising insights might be revealed as to the communicative style of the
writers. A series of searches, for instance, was carried out on personal pronoun use
listed below and found in the QBS; these were compared with findings in the
wider Quaker corpus (Q non-BS):

e [ me, my, mine
thou, thee, thy, thine
he, him, his
she, her, hers
we, us, our
you, ye, your
they, them, their
it

The reflexive ‘self / selves’ was not specifically included since early modern English
practice was to print these as separate words, for example ‘not only for my self and
thus these items are captured automatically by the concordance software. These
scores are summarised in Table 2, normed to per 1,000, with actual occurrences
in brackets. Table 2 subsumes all the pronoun cases under each individual heading
(thus for example: I includes all occurrences of I, me, my, mine.)
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Table 2
QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Lampeter (only
religious texts)

I 10.0 (271) 3.0 (85) 12.0 (4,693) 10.9 (1,484)
thou 5.6 (151) 1.4 (41) 7.8 (3,054) 1.3 (178)

he 16.7 (449) 19.0 (523) 19.7 (7,683) 16.3 (2,215)

she 1.1 (32) 0.3 (9) 0.9 (385) 1.4 (201)

we 11.1 (299) 12.9 (355) 7.9 (3,097) 11.5 (1,558)
you 34.0 (914) 4.4 (124) 23.2 (9,035) 10.0 (1,367)
they 17.7 (477) 17.2 (473) 18.1 (7,027) 16.0 (2,176)

it 7.8 (212) 7.6 (211) 9.2 (3,588) 10.5 (1,422)
thou/you 39.6

combined (1,'065) 5.8 (165) 31 (12,089) 11.3 (1,545)

The results she, they and it offer no particular insights other than the expected
seventeenth-century fact of the invisibility of the female—though slightly less so
from the Quaker and other religious communities. However, what is interesting
is the high frequency in the QBS of the first person singular: 10.0 compared with
3.0 for the two normed broadside scores. If the scores for the second person
person thou and you are combined, we arrive at 39.6 compared with 5.8. This
supports the impression of immediacy of the communicative purpose of the
Quaker broadsides. The Q non-BS only yields 31.0 and the religious sub-corpus
11.3. The Quaker broadsides are not impersonal texts sent out to whoever may
choose to read them. The implied wider readership is included with the overt thou
/ you / ye of the immediate recipient(s) or addressees and indeed makes for a good
style for campaigning literature. The first person singular has far fewer occurrences
in the non-QBS, indicating the impersonal style of these publications.

Still keeping to the area of personal pronoun use, the next results concern the
self-referencing device of an ‘author present’ style as opposed to the impersonal
‘author not present’ and the reduced use of personal pronouns or increased
frequency of alternative structures such as ‘i’ / ‘they’ or a generalised ‘we’. An
examination in the QBS of the appearance of ‘I’ / ‘me’, also noting the location of
the first instance of the author specifically as ‘I” yields the following:

Location Number
Author present (‘I" / ‘me’) - near or at the start:? 8

- in the middle of the text 6

- at the end of the text 3

- not ‘present’ at all 1
Author present (speaking in the role of God) 3

A reliance on the immediate surrounding text of the concordance lines might
miss the fact of the ‘author’ representing God speaking in the first person. These
figures do not include several texts in the QBS where ‘we’ / ‘us’ is used possibly at
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an earlier stage to stand for a Quaker community or all those who have been
‘convinced’. The pronoun ‘we’ is found to include the monarch—the ‘royal
we’—in a few of the non-QBS and, as previously noted, all the signatories to the
QBS are single individuals, not complete groups or communities of people, even
if the single, identifiable Quaker can be understood to be probably speaking for
many. This typifies the Quaker principle of speaking out as an individual that
holds good among the Quaker communities to this day, as is exemplified in the
often-quoted passage by Margaret Fell-Fox:

You will say, ‘Christ saith this, and the apostles say this’ but what canst thou say? Art
thou a child of the Light, and hast thou walked in the Light, and what thou
speakest, is it inwardly from God? (Journal of George Fox, 1694: ‘The testimony of
Margaret Fox concerning her late husband’)

It 1s possible to link this aspect of speaking or writing from personal experience
with later expressions of Quakerism, thus detecting the distinctively Quaker sense
of personal responsibility in giving and acknowledging ownership of a message,
whether that be in writing or in spoken ministry in a present-day unprogrammed
Meeting for Worship.

To continue the theme of the vivid personal communicative style of the QBS
we next turn to the occurrence in the texts of the pragmatic interjection ‘OR’ /
‘O’ 1n its two variant forms, which appear quite frequently in the QBS. This is
evident in a reading of the whole texts, as well as being highlighted through the
‘keyword’ tool in Wordsmith Tools using initially the whole Quaker corpus as a
small reference corpus and then the combined Helsinki and Lampeter corpora.
There are two pragmatic functions at work here: the use of the vocative case and
as an exclamation. Sometimes the concordance lines show that both functions can
be brought together in the same word. There appears to be no correlation
between spelling and function. The exclamatory function expresses sudden
and/or intense emotion on the part of the writer. For the vocative sense, the
readership (overt and implied) is directly addressed.

The literature from a historical point of view on this linguistic item is quite
helpful, especially for literary texts (see Shiina 2005 whose work is based on a
corpus of Early Modern English comedies). Culpeper and Kyto (2000), also inves-
tigating speech-related language—which is primarily either fiction or verbatim
transcriptions of speech—offer useful insights in their Chapter 10. They refer to
Oh / O as ‘pragmatic noise’ and confirm the suggestion made above that the
exclamatory function can include emotions of distress; surprise; frustration or
extreme exasperation; directed anger or scorn (2000: 238). Kohnen (2009: 77)
found that Oh / O was the second most frequent item in his Early Modern
English prayer corpus after a keyword comparison with a contemporary news-
paper corpus serving as a reference corpus. The QBS texts do not pretend to
replicate speech but their sense of immediacy may imbue them with elements of
spoken language.
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Table 3. a) vocative function; b) exclamatory, or exclamatory + vocative functions
(normed per 10,000, actual occurrences in brackets)

QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Helsinki/ Lampeter
Lampeter religious texts

a) vocative Oh/O 11.9(32) 1.0 3) 58(228) 0.3 (37) 0.4 (6)
b) exclamatory Oh/O 8.5 (23) 0.7 (2) 6.2 (241) 0.9 (89) 1.9 (27)
Total  20.4 (55) 1.7 (5) 12.0 (469) 1.3 (126) 2.3 (33)

Most occurrences of Oh / O in the combined Helsinki and Lampeter sub-corpora
are found in the religious domain: 33 (see far right column in Table 3); two of the
drama-comedy texts: 41 (Farquhar and Vanbrugh); and the diary of Pepys: 32. ‘O
Lord’ appears as a vocative in the religious context but, unsurprisingly, appears
more as an exclamation in the theatrical context. A comparison between both
broadside corpora shows higher frequencies of the vocative form compared with
the exclamatory use: slightly more in the non-QBS but a much greater gap in the
QBS, though the raw figures are too low to merit safe generalisations.
Some examples from the QBS:

Vocative
1) Therefore, O King! Suffer not thy Name to be abused, nor the good people under Thee
to be made havock of. (Maylins)

Exclamatory
2)  And O, how far from single Upright-heartedness is it, hath it been to rejoyce, be glad
at,... O that such may find a place of repentance. (Swinton)

Of the 32 actual instances of vocative function in the QBS, all Oh / O items
appear in initial position, which is to say at the start of a new clause-thought
immediately following a punctuation mark, except for four lines (examples 3 to

6):

Medial position

3)  Butsoitis, O King, ...

4)  Let thy mind, Oh King, ...

5)  And be it known unto you, O ye rebellious Children, ...

Final position
6)  And thus is the Popish spirit of Idolatry shewed forth in thee, Oh London.

All the occurrences in the b) category of exclamatory function are in initial posi-
tion following a punctuation mark. The inference from the positioning of this
item must be the foregrounding of the expressiveness of the word in the mind of
the writer. Examples of the individuals, inhabitants or towns so addressed are:

Oh Cambridge Oh my soul!

Oh (dear) Friend O thou beautiful Bride

Oh Earth, Earth, Earth O thou Seed

Oh! hypocrisie O Ye Parliament of England
O/0h King Oh you spiritual plants

Oh London! Oh you hard-hearted, you unbelievers
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A great variety of emotions is clearly being expressed in this distinctive fashion in
the Quaker broadsides in a way that is more evident than in the broader Quaker
corpus. Here, it would seem, is the heart of the purpose and expressiveness of the
Quaker broadside as a text type.

THE IMMEDIACY AND URGENCY OF ‘NOW’,
AND ACTION REQUIRED OF THE READER

A collection of linguistic features leads to the interpretation of the urgency of the
Quakers’ message that was being communicated particularly through their broad-
sides. Findings in the present data show the high frequency of two verb phrase
patterns: have + present perfect tense, which will be discussed below, and the
progressive aspect, in particular the present progressive which is considered here.
The searches excluded any progressive forms that are passive in meaning, a not
uncommon feature of the English of this period. One lexical association of the
present-day English present progressive aspect according to Biber et al. is to refer
to:

...an event or state of affairs which is in progress, or continuing, at the time indi-
cated by the rest of the verb phrase...typically used to report situations or activities
that are in progress at some point in time. (Biber et al. 1999: 460-61)

Table 4 below sets out the relevant data, showing the higher frequencies for most
forms of the progressive aspect in the QBS compared with the other sub-corpora,
including the other Quaker writings, and especially compared with the non-QBS.
Only finite clauses with the full pattern of aux vb + main vb +’-ing’ are counted
(see examples 7 and 8 below). All the non-Quaker corpora show relatively low
frequencies for the past and the present perfect progressive. There is a slightly

increased incidence of the ‘will + ‘be’ + ‘-ing’ pattern from non-Quaker writers,

but the interesting score is the one for the present progressive. Clearly there is a
preference by Quaker writers to express immediacy in the ‘now’, and the QBS
writers demonstrate that sense of urgency even more than the wider pamphlet and
book set of publications comprising the Quaker core corpus. We cannot tell at
this remove from the seventeenth-century whether this really was the intention of
the utterer who employed the progressive aspect. Such usage of language certainly
conveys a present-day English flavour.

Table 4 (scores normed to per 10,000)

QBS Non-Q BS Q non-BS  Helsinki/ Lampeter
Lampeter religious texts
pres. progressive  13.3 (36) 0.3 (1) 10.9 (423) 1.0 (95) 0.2 (28)
past progressive 2.2 (6) 0.7 (2) 0.7 (28) 1.0 (99) 0.2 (27)
pres. perf prog. 0.7 (2) 0 (0) 0.5 (20) 0 0
future BE + ‘will’ 0 (0) 1.4 (4) 0.1 4) 0.1 (10) 0
Total 16.2 (44) 2.5 (7) 12.2 (475) 2.1 (204) 0.4 (55)
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Elsness has studied the development over time of the progressive aspect. Working
with the Helsinki Corpus, his findings show that ‘the overall relative frequency of
the progressive increases very markedly from Period I [1500-1570] to Period II
[1570-1640], and then it more than doubles from Period II to Period III [1640—
1710] (Elsness 1994: 10). His figures are hard to compare with those of the
present study since Period III of the Helsinki Corpus goes far beyond the latest
date of 1675 of the Quaker corpus and QBS sub-corpus. One may infer from his
results that the rate of frequency of occurrence increased as the eighteenth century
approached. His data include no more findings after 1710 until the twentieth
century although he estimates that in the intervening 300 years, the frequency of
occurrence of the progressive increased by almost four times.

Scores for the future progressive are presumably too small to show as a separate
category. All the scores for the QBS indicate an increased frequency of this verb
form, even allowing for the shorter chronological period. The increase is
especially noticeable in the use of the present progressive, even more than for
Quaker writing in general.

Examples from the QBS:

[present progressive|
7) Yet are you treading in her steps of idolatry. (F.B.)

[present perfect progressive]
8) How often have you and your Teachers been reading and talking of loving Enemies?
(Vokins)

USE AND FUNCTION OF THE PRESENT PERFECT ASPECT

This section continues the illustration of the assertion made above concerning the
linguistic expression of immediacy in the QBS. Findings for have + past participle
which forms the present perfect aspect are introduced next. The keyword func-
tion in Wordsmith, referred to above, indicated a higher than expected frequency
of the pattern hath + past participle. Subsequent searches were widened first to
include the less archaic have / has + past participle; see, for example, Bambas
(1998: 70) and Gorlach (1991: 89). Kohnen ef al’s 2011 study reports useful
findings for these word-forms in terms of the changing nature of conservatism in
religious registers. Secondly, the searches included instances of the have-form as a
main verb. Table 5 gives the data for the total instances of the present perfect verb
phrase, so that it can be seen that have as auxiliary verb in the QBS yields a
normed frequency of 10.0 compared with 5.8 in the non-QBS. Although the
QBS shows a preference for the less archaic have/has, hath still occurs more fre-
quently in this pattern than in any of the comparator corpora. The QBS includes
instances of hath being used for both the singular and the plural for both senses of
the verb. The table provides values for auxiliary verb have + past participle (pp)
combining to form verbs in the present perfect tense, and as main verb.
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Table 5 (normed scores per 1,000, actual occurrences in brackets)

HAVE-forms QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Helsinki/ Lampeter
Lampeter religious
texts
hath (aux + pp) 4.4 (119) 2.1 (58) 2.9 (1,164) 1.1 (1,090) 1.3 (180)
have / has (aux + pp) 5.6 (153) 3.7 (104) 4.1 (1,600) 3.6 (3,464) 3.1 (426)
hath (main verb) 0.0 (1) 0.2 (8) 0.5 (195) 0.4 (409) 0.3 (48)

have / has (main verb) 1.9 (53) 1.4 (39) 1.7 (666) 22 (2,111) 1.8 (255)

Total HAVE-forms 10.0 (272) 5.8 (162) 7.0 (2,763) 4.7 (4,554) 4.4 (606)

(aux + pp)

Total HAVE-forms 1.9 (54) 1.6 (47) 2.2 (2,622) 2.6 (2,520) 2.1 (303)
main vb

Total hath (aux 4.4 (120) 2.3 (66) 3.4 (1,359) 1.5 (1,499) 1.6 (228)
or main vb)

Examples from the QBS are:

9)  God ... hath looked down from Heaven, and hath beheld and seen how mankind
is degenerated. (Green)
10) ...if we keep to that principle of himself which we know he hath made known unto us.

(Brend)

An investigation into why the QBS yields a higher frequency reveals two things:
first, that more of the content of the QBS is concerned with what the writers say
has taken place recently and needs to be widely circulated to the readership. Biber
et al. (1999: 467) explain the present perfect aspect in present-day English as
[describing] ‘a situation that continues to exist up to the present time’. In other
words something that happened before now but which is still in being now.
‘Most of the verbs that are common [in present-day English] with the perfect
aspect denote physical or communicative activities with consequences that can exist
over an extended period of time. These verbs therefore imply a resultant state in the
present’ (Biber ef al. 1999: 465; my italics). As we have seen, the ‘consequences’
for Quaker writers include literally apocalyptic ones and implications that the
present state is dire and temporary. These grammatical findings compare with the
more diverse communicative purposes of the non-QBS texts. The second feature
of the higher frequency findings mentioned at the beginning of this paragraph is a
preference on the part of the authors for using hath rather than have/has to form
the present perfect tense (see examples 9 and 10). Hath seems almost never to
have been used in a main verb form (as in the invented phrase: *he hath peace in
his heart). Be + main verb was also used as a form of the present perfect tense to a
small extent at this period of English, as in the often-quoted phrase by Fox:
‘Christ is come [= has come] to teach his people himself (Fox, 1655, A paper for
seven Land’s End parishes; in Fox 1952: 236).
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PROPHESYING

The next part of this discussion takes the question of the occurrence of auxiliary
verbs in the broadsides a step further by highlighting the results of searches on
modality.” The instances of the modal auxiliary verbs will, shall, may, would, can /
cannot, should, must, might, ought (in all their conjugated forms) plus their spelling
variants, were tested and compared (see Table 6 below). Most results produced
not dissimilar scores across the comparisons; however, a greater frequency of will
and shall is evident in the QBS, indicating a concern about the future. A closer
inspection shows that the writers are often warning their addressees or prophesy-
ing. The QBS seem slightly more concerned to express this function than is indi-
cated in the fuller Quaker corpus. Table 6 gives the data for the future will/shall
instances (all forms of these auxiliary verbs) as well as a summary of the totals of
the other modal auxiliaries listed above. The score that difters from the comparator
corpora here is for the total modal auxiliaries found in the non-QBS. This further
confirms the informative function of these predominantly official broadside texts.

Table 6 (normed to per 1,000, actual occurrences in brackets)

QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Helsinki/ Lampeter
Lampeter religious texts
will 6.7 (182) 2.5 (69) 4.3 (1,678) 3.1(2,983) 3.1 (429)
shall 3.9 (105) 2.7 (76) 3.8 (1,490) 2.3 (2,198) 2.0 (274)
Total ‘future’ aux 10.6 (287) 5.2 (145) 8.1 (3,168) 5.4 (5,181) 5.1 (703)
Total modal aux 11.1 6.3 10.5 11.1 9.6 (1,300)
excluding ‘future’

We are concerned here particularly with the auxiliary modals indicating future
time. Other modals, for example of obligation, which might be expected to show
high frequencies in the non-QBS official texts, actually yield very similar data to
the QBS. Frequencies for the modal would do not include those denoting futurity.
Table 7 compares only Quaker broadsides with non-Quaker broadsides for these
items. Examples of such prophesying as found in the broadsides are:

11)  This is the Word of the Lord God, that shall stand for ever, over the Heads of all the
avowed and secret heart-Enemies of Israel. (Swinton)
12)  For a day there is coming that wilt make the keepers of the house tremble. (Biddle)

Table 7 (values normed per 1,000)

Q BS Non-Q BS
may 3.4 3.3
would 2.2 1.3
can / cannot 1.8 1.3
should 1.1 1.1
must 1.1 1.0
could 0.6 0.0
might 0.5 0.4
ought 0.4 0.2
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SUMMARY OF QUANTITATIVE FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Although some aspects of the language revealed very similar results across the text
types, some elements stood out. The interpretation of these results is that the
three areas of linguistic distinctiveness concern that of an urgency of message.
This message seeks to inform and change the behaviour and spiritual practice of
the readership, both named addressees and the wider public, by reminding them
of events in the recent past, and expressing warnings and prophesies about God’s
present and future actions. The message is delivered in a personal, often speech-
like style which carries a flavour of immediacy. Other aspects of the Quakers’
message and style did not show up in the data as particularly distinctive compared
with their other publication types.

CONCLUSIONS

Very little scholarship has been undertaken until recently on the seventeenth-cen-
tury prose broadside as a text type. Quakers have been unusual in their decision
to archive so many of these ephemera and no previous detailed study has been
carried out on the Quaker ones, certainly not from a linguistic point of view.

The original purpose of the case study was to enable a discrete and manageable
sub-section of the Quaker corpus by isolating the eighteen broadsides, then to use
this sub-corpus to draw out any distinctive aspects of the linguistic style and com-
municative purpose of the texts though the techniques of corpus analysis. The
data indicate that these broadsides are principally functioning as argument or
exhortative texts; the purpose is clearly personal and direct. The communicative
style of the message is a vital one and the findings all underline in some way the
‘I/thou or you’ two-way conversation in its urgency and passion, echoed by
Martin Buber’s writings on relationships, for example Ich und Du (1923; ET
1937). Each broadside text is written by a single, named Friend with his or her
own style but can be said to be distinctively ‘Quaker’ in a number of respects.

It must be remembered that these findings cannot be seen as representative of
the whole body of early Quaker prose writings; the data have revealed similarities
but also interesting differences. The differences were brought to light through
several particular linguistic features, providing a snapshot of the nature of the
broadsides under discussion. The stance of the writers is important and is
evidenced by some of the language they used, both at the lexico-grammatical
level and at the level of discourse. It is possible that the Quaker broadside produc-
tion was influenced by the prose and verse broadside text types they were
adapting for their own religious and radical purposes, but they brought their own
distinctive prose writing style and adapted a cheap print production type for their
own style of campaigning—a feature of Quaker life that was to continue to the
present day. Further research investigating later broadside texts and also a much
larger corpus of non-Quaker broadsides could prove useful in putting more flesh
on these preliminary case-study findings.
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PRIMARY SOURCES

QUAKER BROADSIDES (QBS)

Author Wing Date | Title

Moon M2527 1658 | The true light which shines in the heart

Hubberthorn | H3242 1659 |A word of wisdom and counsel to the officers and
souldiers

Mellidge M1647B | 1659 | Winchester Prison the 21th day of the 1 month, 59

Wollrich W3297 1659 |A plaine, and good advice to the Parliament-men, and
Officers of the Army

Biddle B2866A | 166— | Wo to thee town of Cambridge

Clayton C4608B | 1660 | A letter to the king

F.B. B64 1660 | To all that observe dayes

Green G1812A |1661 | Good council and advice unto all professors

Maylins M1447 1661 |A letter which was delivered to the King... From the
Barbados

Wollrich W3300 1661 |To all Presbiterian ministers, who own themselves to be
Ministers of Christ’s Gospel

Gilman G768A 1663 | To the inhabitants of the earth

Brend B4359A | 1664 | Oh ye magistrates in and about this city of London

Swinton S6284 1664 |Heaven and earth, sea and dry land

Crisp C6944 1666 | A word in due season, or, Some harvest meditations

Thornton T1060 1670 | A tender salutation to the seed

Vokins V686 1671 | A loving advertisement unto all those who joyn together
to persecute the innocent

Salmon S420 1674 | William Salmon’s answer to Jeremiah Ives’s request

Smith, R. S4161 1675 | To professors of religion of all sorts

NON-QUAKER BROADSIDES (NON-QBS)

Author or Reel no: Date | Title

Provenance

Jettery Corbet Thomason/ 1656 | The protestant’s warning-piece: or the
247.669.1.20.[37.] humble remonstrance of Jeffery Corbet

Thomas Tookey | Thomason/ 1656 | The visible porch or known entrance into a
247.669.£.20.[27.] Church or Christian Fellowship

Sadler Wing /L2864H 1657 | My Lord Mayor and this Court of Aldermen

George Booth Thomason/ 1659 | A letter from Sir George Booth to a friend of
247.669.£.21.[66.] his

[Dr. Barber] Thomason/ 1659 | The humble petition of divers inhabitants of
247.669.£.21.[32.] the county of Hertford...

William Prynne Thomason/ 1659 | The new cheaters forgeries, detected,

Esq. 247.669.£.21.[42.] disclaimed

Anon. Thomason/ 1659 | Twelve plain proposals offered to the honest

247.669.£21.[26.]

and faithful officers and souldiers. ..
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George Monck Wing /A851 1660 | A letter from the General Monck
Anon. Wing/S4475 1660 | Some arguments against filling up the
Parliament with new members
W.P. Wing/P132 1660 | A letter from Ireland to an honourable citizen
of London...
John Griffith ef al. | Thomason/ 1660 | A declaration of some of those people in or
247.669.£.22.[67] near London, called Anabaptists
Thomas Thomason/ 1660 | A declaration of the Knights and Gentry of
Fanshawe et al. 247.669.£.24.|72.] the county of Hertford
Anon. Thomason/ 1660 | A sober and serious representation to such as
247.669.£.22.[62.] or may be in power...
Anon. Thomason/ 1660 | A true and perfect relation of the Grand
247.669.£.26.[31.] Traytors execution. ..
J.H. [James Wing/H56A 1661 | A cordial for the Cavaliers
Howell]
Ireland. Lords Wing/1714 1661 | Whereas at the Parliament holden in this
Justices & Kingdom
Council
Thomas Thomason/ 1661 | The second humble addresse of those who
Grantham ef al. 247.669.£.26.[59.] are called Anabaptists in the county of
Lincoln
Ireland. Lord Wing/I1616 1665 | A proclamation for a thanksgiving for the late
Deputy & victory
Council
Anon. Wing/C1017 1666 | The case of the booksellers and printers stated
A.C. Wing/A608 1666 | Advertisement Be Agnes Campbel, relict of
the deceast...Guthrie
Anon. Wing/C900 1666 | The case of Cornelius Bee and his
partners...booksellers
Lord Deputy and | Wing/1743 1668 | Whereas by proclamation, bearing date the
Council, Dublin nineteenth day of June last...
Anon. Wing/S2025 1670 | The Scots demonstration of their abhorrence
of Popery
Edward Bushel et | Wing/1182:15 1670 | The «case of Edward Bushel, John
al. Hammond...
Anon. Wing/C940 1670 | The case of many coachmen in London and
Westminster
Anon. Wing/B4603 1674 | A brief memorial...concerning the making
and repairing of Dover Harbour
Joseph Hall Wing/1332:30 1674 | Bishop Hall’s sayings concerning travellers
William Perkins Wing/P1573 1674 | The whole duty of Man...table of the ten

commandments
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APPENDIX

Example 1: Humphrey Wollrich, A plaine and Good Advice to the Parliament-Men
and Offficers of the Army (1659)

A Phine, and Good ADVICE to the

Parliament - Men, and Officers of the £

Of the Common- Wea.ll’h of England, Scotland, and Irelpd.

vl Autlyor Authority., and by Cmm:zhf the Lovd of Hofl, for thent to Kead, dmlum}l:lﬂr i

YTE PAr{l]AnH NT OF ENGLAND!
by whom 1 malt Unjuftly fuffer, besaure it it in your
ande, but not in vout Heaiss to this vary diy to
Iet the Opprelied go free:  And though the Lord
God hach (by purting s power into your Hands)
tryed you orice mare, to fee wiether ye would do 4
y€ have viten faid 5 aud performe the Vowes which
have utrered before the Almighty God and good
Men, when ye were in trouble. Bur alas! in thiscale yehave not dealt
fuchiully, buc like Fpbreim, ye have turned back in the Lmds E:uc]l
nd turned afide like a deceitfull Bow: Thercfore is the | fin,
fin his Jeaioulie, .mi in lns Anger againtt you, as he hath d(
ci. And wil the Lord difown one Perice g G
v are walking in their fieps? Nay, he
And though he hath wonderfully been wich you, and in your
Loe condition hath he many a time remembred you, and (aved you out .
af their hands thar have been oo firong for you: And if cver #/fncl
had canfe to ay, (Yon much more) H.(S wat ihe Lord bheen an our (ids,
e, and onr fiiide Owes fpowld have been a Prey, and wttorly perifoed by
gur Eweses, Moreover, the Lord hath faved yous and ye are not only
a People faved hy the Lord from onfiard Enemics 3 and your Lives, and
the s of your Wis. i givenyou for a prey s buc he
s Nocs of yonr Encinics,” amd thofe thar hated
, came Bending before you s and he hatl given vou goodly Houfes
whichye did not baild,and Fields for wlu:ln:uul nat labour 5 not becaufe
yewere better than others, but becaufe ye fhoul thelcer to his People,
and let his Our-caft dwell \nth you: But thus faith the Lord, the Lord
God Almighty, Te slfo heve wjied nty hevitage - and inftead of bredk-
ing the Jawes of the Wicked, dnd dl hvsrmg the Hand of the nocent
ng the affficted 5 and delivering chen that were appointed for
nltcad hereof, faith the Lord Almighty: Yc arc fowing up
them that & fmitingat you, and fuch as God would have had you ta have
thrown dowa, rather tiian ftr lg[hr:n them by your opprefling Lawes which
are yeeby you maintaineil, and nat Hirown down. And though ye have
done well in dclivering fome out of Prifon, that for Conlcience roward.
God,could nutm:un(amlfnhe and deceittul Minifty; yer ye have not £ (like
cmb aud Fo/by gnncthl‘oug with the work s butye (like iiacl of oid,
have been at. nf the People whom the Shicld, and ftrength of the
Lord is dcpam:\l And ye have net in this thing donc w fc}y b very
foolifbly, and your hearts have not been uprighs ncicher ¢ whally
followed the Lard God of 1 Faed 3 and many Popifh Laws are yet in fo
W5 = i
perfecutars Wi ceugiin e pleafe. Fricads,
thisis not to do the Lords work RithEully, but deceitiully mw o {by You)
av2 not preferved in the liberry of a pure Confc e, hdt wher T
fruction i
b

thatwe, who h
done you goad, (thatof G
dealing towards us,
this ye have dong ag: , wnd 1z\|.\[} e Peo
Gods gaod nefs o you, Cin Hypocrilie) jned a oy oF T
Thank , and there you hearkned to one of your 1
aceulied the Lords People toyou, and cries to the Magift
fecators did inthe days of the Apoltles, Help ren of lfn\:] thefv mren tura
the wor. L wpledc doma. And fo your Fcaltingis ot el betcctehan habe
Falting: for ye fuffered three’of us (at your 744 N E¥GIFVING - SER-
MON3 to be Beaten, only for fpeakin n(‘* s, in the Name and A
thoticy of the Lord 5 and two_of us lic in Newgare now, and ye were F
witnelles of chis thing s who of allothers hould nor fuffer fuch thingseo bes
yet ye fuflered us o be beaten before your Kyes, 2nd none of you fo Vali
For rhe Lord, as to ffand up, and defire to underftand this thing : bucafier
we were bc:m:n(mun ry eo all Law) we were \’1ulmrly carried to Newgate,
and not fo much as Queen Maries Lawv broken by me s by which Law o
fnuay of us have loft both our lives and libestie: buus Tmprifor i
Death - as if this were not enough, but your Teachers are fhill fiiming
Yoaup to tu uhe Sword againft the Tomacent.
And will ye call thisa Day of Thunk{giving, ora day Aecceptable tothe
Lord> Nay. nay, God will find vou oits and as for s, wear
hands and 3f he command us to ory in the
Heids and Mountains of 7/ , welove nor oar |
whether we ought o obey God ar Man, jud ge ye,with rhe (piric of the Lord
mym\v Conftienzes? And though we ase rejelred, andour necks under
dage, and our lives, libertios; s Spoiled by you,it being in your
i Yet 1.now the Lord is Qur
i t Us, chough
Boieh yors hoare sail sy dpatidt

rate, as theold P( ]

v:
ui ]"ulncJIc, (i
nd though our lives (by you) may
e t d Stone (hall ye never prevail’s and

re building your own Houfes, and Honouringone anather, and
ing him tliae recerves not honour of Men,yerthe Lord will honous i,

calting,
i, aml we k'mw the Rock of Ages
yetagainlt the

he Lord willy etul

hm all yourhonor lieth i L OVERT T,
From Newsst, the 6duy

o 1he B MonetF.

. to performe that v

untillhe Raizn, whoferight it istoR fmIRXglmwrners 3 of atruth)
doth noe yee 11 amang you s neidier is the Nameof the Lord exalted i
England_to this ve: day, after all your large Engagemems for a
GOSPEL-REFORMATION.
at fears the Lord can be filent, 10 f;cwhar"nevom Opprel-
wced Tyranay is found in your Prifonss for within
weeks, there is three poor debtors in Ne: erillied for wantof Breads
while you, afier all vour Vows and Promifes to ¢l Opprefiion, are confu-
ming inany bundhredsinFeafting: And in this Prifon, where men are caft,
retending that chey Mall pay theis Debtss which thing onght o be dnng
Ealthel o7 hath a Gontroverlic with yau: For thefe things ave done, and
ye fuffer them, which ought not to befnffered among you, who have before
The Lord Engaged Lo Lakeoff all Opprefiion, which was inyour Power.

They are malt grievoufly opprefied., g confirained :‘n pay tenfhil-
lings and fix pence aweck for a poor beds {0 that che By-fees, and fuch
things are utterly rained.and madealrogether unable eicher to pﬁy depts,
o to redeem themfeives out of Fe'pﬁiu:ﬂl H wvery, and thisis fuffered by
you, in whole days we had canfe by your large gmmlrﬁ to
Topt that oruc Jodgement, and Juffices  ThoA e veitya v o
fereees: T heretore Frieads, before it b roo late, confider whether thjs is

which your mouths have uttered when ye were in
trouble and difrels if you do_nox throughly amcnd. your waycs,
and your doinge, the Loid wwill mar long fuffer you, who will not fufier
the Lamb to rule ft yous yer the Lord ftandeth in the ang:c—
gation of lhc\mubm Yo he ]Jdgrh among(t the Gods.

Therefore, thgk 4iith the Lord God, to you that rulc this opprefied
people, brealc il bpprefling gawes, and feas not the faces of man,
But let my Son‘come out ol % \mn Edpr, and let him rule in your

hearts, and ler every Soul m OR be fubject to the
Higher ine‘, and 1o in Ghrifr: (mda Pc)w:r, and Gods Wildom, ye
fhall rule and prevaile as Princes with Goad and men, and fo whea
Chrift the King of Rightcouincic raines in you, he {lall featter the
wicked, and 2s chaff (hall they be before you, and your memoriali
hall not rott, but your names (ball be had in :vﬂlz\ﬂmﬁ remembrance 5
and yon (hall be a5 oyntinent poured out, and the Lord ihall cum'nund
his Strengeh for you, and your hearee Mall be as the hearc of a Lion
and the everiaiting God hall be your refuge, aud you fhall be ﬂ:tng:h-
ned by the Arme of the Mighty God of Facob

Bu Rifends, ez fxthe plain erich £ you al, thee folongas the you is
fuieved, yewill grieveic in o folongas he is opprefied in you, yew.unn,.‘n
his hesitage, and muke the biea Tor the righteous fad: Therefore ye mutt all com,
the mexfure of his Spiric, il be e g evcey o of yon o profic widdally il
ye thall mh n fec, rofitable, aud wicked
Lawes are e wwe and Gur goods are
(oiled o rpair an T iniftry which G od never (ent,
Lttt weee mandle ae Gford md Cambridge in ehe wills nfmem cherefore,how lung finliche
Tord warn you, thiut ye do not compell us todrink any longer of the Whors Cup,

co. 17, which hach made ull Naciont, Mulevades, and allthe Kings of ehe eaieh
Diunke withthe wine of her Fornic

0 yon this is the wordof the Loy
- andd zive _ﬁmm frengeh o chem ar

fion, and

 Hate che Whore, the Beaftand the fulfe Propher,
onger, for if y

weak ut warer 5 yeyour mighty
vr Rearesfial i cife you, aind God thall Zorie
iy et Wt o ciore v I 3,

ichets ad o Hhug W e A
e Pharnl 2o thisday hasenorbroken fre b
soodnelle to you, and yome promifes of 1e.
il [ dlefre you do sot farser him dayes with.
tion © ofgen remer bred yoir: cheve i ' wirnels

e Co wftlie Army, remember
ny atime in Eagland hath the

nomen, and foure i

s e harid done the pe
engel (il be to dlettroy ane

olten Ly cthe Lord in hix peopics

of appsiion, sl m.hnsq\l Cos

Ly o i of ruifed up bis pover i
Yoy ay yum s ve v domme pgehs and alecre hand, s Sward
2 - lelves.

Tt and deliverans me ye knew not how yon
Thus the Lo haeh been a Facher eo you wwhen ,g were Eatherlalle, ind co mborclefl
yea, whenalmot all che pricfts in Eiglan Scatlund weve pieaching yoit downe,
a5 one man fopntng rogerier agint you, chele aterers are now fed by you, wid

e bread of others that o P Baads Prophers which did ca e
Fefabelts Table, they e crying perlecare, nd profp

Therefore, in the Name, and Athority of the Lord ol of Hoft, thisis acharg:
yauall, lec efubeits Priels eat sc Jefalolc Tubles ory ko will e met Lefore thealy
Luc do not for ell my people ro maineaine thess sy onger, as
yehave long don; bu( ]:zm:m‘\(h‘cﬁthl[hul fpirits, and confeiences, o muin-
taine whom they in cheir do believe ic is thar Dory.

And a, fe tnF:Ichd 1 upos o, chat ye break all

3 e perirh for

. i

a5 not payin m hen 1 confider bow mary
of the Lot Serynes have heen magved ok the Tond to write to you, to warneyou of
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Example 2: Esther Biddle, Wo to thee town of Cambridge (166-)

w i
b thee Town of Camieidgehy wickedne s furmounteth thewickednefs of Sadem; thercfore repent whillt chou hafk
f time , lefi L conlume thee with Bre, as Lhave doneit; thesefore harden mos your heans , Jeft 1 conlume you,
andm wrath bura like fire, ard 1confiime you in my Berce asger, and fo pe broughe v neught ; for thow hailt
y T

e hands withthy fifter fersfalem ; therefore will I'uncover thy ey Thasme will Tunfold that the
Beafl in thee may bﬂ' sovered that Gtreth on many waters  for show are full of wickednels, thy hands are full of deceir, the well-fa-
vourcd harlos Jodgeeh inthet, the methar of witchcrafiand mow [ am raifing my [widt wimels weonfound her ways: Lam e lighs of
the world and o cnlighen every one that cometh ineo the world faith Chridt Jefus. Lam the fuendation , -and he that buildeth o
o e thal have eerral lifey] bave mourned for you as one mentneth for her Bt borna & you woild pot come ante me thatyoo mi
laves Liaveksocked and called, ardnose would bear ; thercfore will T thunder out my judgments opon shis’ wicktd generation
" wehicli hath mot the fear of God fiare the wicked thall (ee it and rrerble; horror and terror, md pain thall efke hald upon them as
upon a wosikan it eravel,and miay y hall erybus she re (hall be none ta deliver evemytherfore repent whilk 1 give you a day , lefk you
| becoms as fraitless trecs which cumbers the grouad i fof every plant that oy heavenly Father hinf not planted, will be plucke apby
the roats, and the refoge ropont whillk g ive you a day,for [ gave Jfbel a dayyand | gave fersfalm 3 day,but they weuld nosstheretore
mmd what hlll.l'aﬁndwh:h‘: 1 de fpeak be fhill,and low,and waie i filence, and then you (hall heara voice Rying, Thir s the mey
wal nd if any bave any defire to walk in this way.Iwill be with thempand gulide thesm, and there thall you hind lweet patke, and
let mmr;&mwm;ﬂwrcbnnfnrywrfwh Iealdyier it was for the geod of your fouls thax !wku?wmdw{mhfdwm,und
ame the likenels of finfial fleth, were itnot T loved the mu;unmmfmum Eavefou goaltray asfhocpwithout 3
b, fea e red up and down upen every Moonzia and Valley, and tarricd away with every wid of dedtrmebut now 2m 12 rails
up iy wn ﬁ-uJRichhzuhbun o borrg wndir Fharash the task-mafter, Combridy mwmk.maﬂu,phnwdmnﬁpmﬂ'rrwhim opTe
feth the Jutk foed within thee, i eeeng up shy ewn righueoufneds and wildom,which fhall grow 2 ragged 45 an old garment char moths
hath catyand Lwill make thee knew that my righeeaineds endureth from generation 1o genervics, and fo for cver, And now let hills
be emovedard meustains be dafhed o picces, end the firong hold be levelledsfor 2 day there Gicomi- g dha will make the kecpers of
the hiowle tremble; woful andsgrri'sl jtlay i e wicked  whild the (lrong-mas kees e houfie all is ar peace;but whona
fironger than I coysetnhe then maf be mmed wi; Arame sat ta bring peace bui war,ial Chrilk Jefus, and now e in your eyes from
beholding vaniay, for chat eye Jooketh from Chall,and thaynsture is accurfed from God, fohCiucift Jefs is pure, and can beheld no
“FTau is sccarfed from God, Jacob Bazef loved and Efau bt £ bated, for ot of Abrmam my wami be calied, Death reign-
! {11 men il ehey be regenerate and bormigaimand they that be borm againof God firnet is fins are fergivenghon, tha -
fere * pupent that yout fins may be fol you aliythe malber hath given yon & tabent bo fee hov you improve ir, that you may be
fi.and taichial Stewands , when ch Lord thall all for thas which be hath gisen yow, that vhea the Lord comes, He may iy, Come ye
Ygoad and failbfil Strmardsyeateg inv ,q{:llﬂd;utiwﬂxwi;wm;u el anl e thas frget Godd thall be catt inte hell. Praile:,
prailes e the Lord,that be 'I'”wup AT O fnes Lrfadge the eatth 1a now do wirachs their judgemenss (e, b ro the
wicked,judgements are errible and rone bue tem cometh to fee lltfnfhfprirﬁ:dl'mml.lllr,b‘u: shey that Live in ehe life of them
thar gave them forthyand there they will come ta e the flthinels of thelie two wicked Citics,how they Iy wallowing in their blocd,and
their blood {hall be required at their swn handsbr they that come &-&dw’:‘ﬂw:m Tuchis ffasah wis fen ot ¢
o againil, greedy dumb-dogs that never have eagh, and love greeting in the Marker-pla rayers in the Symagogues
the upper fats at feallsand be called of men Asfessthey dre Rliiy bruit-beails which maketh gy people to T, thercfare
is curled fat your Crkes » thams and thiftles fhall it aring forth for your fakes, until you restn t ddews Brit efase, And pow I have
fhown yoeu [IL: way that ou fhould walk injtake beed o che Light that fhincth in 8 dnrtplacr;!ﬂu {inech in darknefs, o the darknefs
amprhendech it nocs therefane repent ehat the dsknels may be taken away,and fo bocome childron of he light, and ot childeen of
e ighe but childeen of the day § tor they that wak in the day firftible pof becate they have ehe light with themsbut they thar walk
n the might famble,becaule they arc in arknefiAsd now Jot the light fearch you , for Chrit Jefis is now fearching Jersfalem with
E nat ane corner of it malt gounfearchel, Beware of foducers that cameth in nmllml.mhing, imwardly are ravenous
thas flould ome in the later O Camitr, thow art {ull of filchythy Priefls arc all corrupe as
pee nkered, f is this Teva full of hasi oa et full of pride & coverouinel,thon ar pollused i“-hﬂ
ood and jayns houfe to hoalt,and Beld eo feld, omil there s po place lefs fof the poor. God cralteth the poor in fpirit, bue the ric
fendeth citipey awaysi is the humble and lovlymind that trembles ar my Word;that 1 trach.And now fee in you,and fearch in yoo
r yoti are In Casat waysmurdcring and killisg the juf in you, asd whipping, and flocking them dhat tha Lerd hif“f'!'"DMJ
orc repent and da (o nd morerake feed aned da fa no more, et L render my plagees doable on thy head 4 and when the bock
ciemce i3 opencd then fhalt thou witmels thista be e ; ehesefore cemember diat choa walt forcwamed w thy life time , there-
it in filence till the day dawn,and the dapaiar arife in your hearts, then will you come to witnels fwcet Iprings , oncE
Lut for the wicked they be like the raging Sea that wifethcoand fro, that caftech np nothing bue mire and dire ; your
ares arc full of dirg , and flth 't'f_!z"t ide fhall beume as Althy upon the danglill § therckore it down and bethink thice
1t thow art, thow art bus dull and adhes ;and gnoet | kill and make alive, cannoe 1 catt down and raile vp, fpread abroad and bring
cther 3 yeagmy bads have done all chede things; 1 am gathoring all my fhetp coget .E\E\ihrnl:’b‘y hane been {carrered in the dagke
lonndy day,l will bring them from under Faeusk that they may have onc Mailer,onc hephard,and one fhicplold L The true Skep.
11 Ly Sowm s L Ea:hisﬂwqi‘,hm the bircling will fly when perfecution concs ; and thercfore will Iga:]wrmyﬂn;wtnf
cit miotithe, & he that hath an ear et him lnr,ftll:%am wiE I pour out my judgemenss npea them,tocut down & burm up, 0
aysfor it isva the curing dowm of prideyef filthyl coveroutns,volu (s8¢ all wicked ways; & what \!cli%! i in the prade of Lfcs
(chy confcience aceule tice, what peace canik thes have; thercfore have I et light into the world, but men Love darkncls rather then
ghe, aned eheve is their condemnnanion, Chrift Jifus is the cternal life,and shey ehac cometh towitnels him in power and glory,
witeieds Chilk [efus the fubftancesand chis Lz will lead thee out of all fornss & (hadows, & in it thou will come to fec al
we an end but Chrilk Jefiss,and | endureth for cver ; and therefore build apon him thas enduneth for ever, buaild net upen the
w the wanes beating to and fro, iner thie v it the Seaand £ the builder lofeth his workyand he that waiteth uponme fhall
ot waledn vain, buat have cternal i them that endureth to the end fhallbe faved ; it is ot him thar cryeth Lerd,Lord;but them
Sardoth thewill of my Facher which s in heaves ihallbe faved;and fec whefe will then an doing, & fee if chots be not = thy ewn will
¢ iean i his own will Fach never fee God ag sy fimeyfar Adsm when be was in s faln eflate,bc was driven out from God, & foalic-
aved from God & fee if you be noc vagabonds 5 Cais was,for Cafe wasa v & a runagate, be flew the julband (o dofi thoatlcr.
ar: thew hail risn after other gods,& hait calk my Fightoous Law bebird thy backsand ihercfare am [ coming o rip o all heages, cisl
cth e peins, it 151 that knaweth the thouthts long before,and how can you hide your felves from fach 8 God as 17 Lwill op-
r ements upon the head of the wkk.e.!,al;-'— all the woor ld ﬂ\lllfﬂl“lﬂ#‘:l?ﬁf x !T"‘""“n‘l;"?'" H A
'ié“mwju-lsmnl&ﬂlui-y will b pudge the carib,and the wicked thall foe it 8 tremible ; andnow am | losiing o the. con
4 winie 8 oile 1 gave 1o feed the pour,bus yoa hare fpen it mpon your hufls;the whole Creation groans under yoa, for your exil decds &
arrupe languagesin Caist natare you dre,and death {peakerhaaf tie fameufﬁo\i.m-riu'!,?we'ﬁll|il_h\.' God gur in ll bs wearks
ays pall finding eut,and to them that live InChri[Ur:r\u,lhl‘]'-'ﬂlWihﬁmiﬂd and will of Cod sheir guideand kecper s _'":ﬁ:,.ﬁ
b is 2 deflroyer, tedeflroy their wicked ways with Fre 8¢ wi:ha[wmd._w_curd.owluhr .T_ul:lrfs brapches fior welsar is ; J h!‘"
:lﬂr"tfl'rbt' wad for? men carsor make any Infromscms of tle wood; therefore itis good far noting fobe cak |3wt|HFJr:“]oﬂ|w,r
e wicked y !'c.rTnPhg[ s F.q..ﬂ-d-ul'am flar elvein thar will net Grodds \'f'uln.l,:ndhu fegvents, butobey fin and Sacan -,.l 3
fore will ] pour aut my feven vi n the feat o the beall{the wicked Leadt is in cve ? : g
and fee how thy (oul Iyeth in dearh , drowned iﬁﬁldﬁm:mm.hin wickedacligthered rrﬂp;'l:;:l " in oy
may be taken away,for che foul is mine,and [ defire W“'i"ﬁ*’“’q “:'“]7 mﬂrﬂﬁ“{ V;.. r‘.:| ‘huullhllw.ljdﬂd glven 1o him,
vhat impeoverh noe his Maflcrs goodsy f therefoce from him hathach  Torde, chat Siee B o0 0D i ous il time,and
that hath moft, asd he thathath &0 car ket him hieas ; and while you have timc iz ity Renembi you b ok
all left witheue excufe,

v Pisollr,

45
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NOTES

1. See example at the end of this article

2. The structural nature of the broadside texts makes it impossible to specify precise
boundaries of the stages of these stretches of discourse.

3. Modal auxiliary verbs are used by a speaker in conjunction with a main verb to express a
judgment or attitude, or to make an assessment about a subject, for instance modals of
obligation, possibility etc. One way of talking about the future in English is to use the auxiliary
verbs will and shall.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bambas, R. (1998), ‘Verb forms in —s and eth, in Early Modern English Prose’, in M.
Ryden, I. Tieken-Boon van Ostade, and M. Kyto (eds.), A Reader in Early Modern
English, Frankfurt: Peter Lang, pp. 65-71.

Biber, D., Johansson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S., and Finegan, E. (1999), Longman Grammar
of Spoken and Written English, Harlow: Pearson Education.

Buber, M. (1923), Icth und du, Leipzig: Insel-Verlag (ET 1937).

Cecconi, E. (2009), ‘Comparing Seventeenth-century News Broadsides and Occasional
News Pamphlets: Interrelatedness in News Reporting’, in Jucker (ed.), Early Modern
News Discourse, pp. 138-57.

Culpeper, J., and Kyté, M. (2000), ‘Data in Historical Pragmatics: Spoken Interaction
(Re)cast as Writing’, Journal of Historical Pragmatics 1/2, pp. 175-99.

Elsness, J. (1994), ‘On the Progression of the Progressive in Early Modern English’
ICAME Journal 18, pp. 5-25.

Fortescue, G. (1908), Catalogue of the Pamphlets, Books, Newspapers, and Manuscripts Relating
to the Civil War, the Commonwealth, and Restoration, London: British Museum.

Fox, G. (1952), The Journal of George Fox, edited by J.L. Nickalls, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Glaister, G. (1960), Glossary of the Book, London: Allen & Unwin.

Gorlach, M. (1991), Introduction to Early Modern English, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Green, 1. (2000), Print and Protestantism in Early Modern England, Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Green, 1., and Peters, K. (2002), ‘Religious Publishing in England, 1640-1695°, in The
Cambridge History of the Book, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 67-93.

Hiltunen, R., and Skaffari, J. (eds.) (2003), Discourse Perspectives on English: Mediaeval to
Modern, Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Jucker, A. (ed.) (2009), Early Modern English News Discourse: Newspapers, Pamphlets and
Scientific News Discourse, Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Kohnen, T. (2009), ‘Religious Language in Early English Newspapers?’, in Jucker (ed.),
Early Modern English News Discourse, pp. 73-89.

Kohnen, T. et al. (2011), Early Modern English Religious Prose—A Conservative Register?
Online: http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/journal/volumes/06/kohnen_et_al/
(retrieved January 2012).

McShane, A. (2009), Cultural Economics in the Broadside Trade: ‘Commissioned’ and ‘Retail’
Broadsides. Online: http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/csb/TakingSides.htm.



ROADS EARLY QUAKER BROADSIDES CORPUS 47

National ~ Library  of  Scotland,  The  Word on  the  Street.  Online:
http://digital.nls.uk/broadsides (retrieved 25 April 2011).

Rissanen, M., Kyto, M., and Palander-Collin, M. (eds.) (1993), Early English in the
Computer Age: Explorations through the Helsinki Corpus, Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Shiina, M. (2005), ‘The Use of Vocatives in Early Modern English Gentry Comedies: A
Corpus-based Approach’, unpublished PhD thesis, Lancaster University.

ELECTRONIC REFERENCES

The Lampeter Corpus of Early Modern English Tracts (http://khnt.hit.uib.no/icame/manuals/
LAMPETER/LAMPHOME.HTM)

The Helsinki Corpus of English Texts: Diachronic and Dialectal (http://khnt.hit.uib.no/
icame/manuals/hc/index.htm)

Wordsmith Tools Version 5.0 (www.lexically.net/downloads/version5/wordsmith_versions.
htm)

Early English Books online (EEBO) (http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home)
AUTHOR DETAILS

Judith Roads is a PhD student combining the disciplines of corpus linguistics and
English language within the English Department of the University of
Birmingham. The further link to Quaker Studies has brought her incidentally and
gratefully into an associative relationship with the Centre for Postgraduate Quaker
Studies at Woodbrooke Study Centre. She is recently retired from a senior
lectureship at Middlesex University where she combined the teaching of applied
linguistics and English for Academic Purposes with the academic management of
the university’s pre-sessional courses for international students. In retirement she is
a regular volunteer worker in the Library at Friends House, London, supporting
the work of the retrospective cataloguing project.

Mailing address: 61 Malmesbury Road, South Woodford, London E18 2NL,
England. Email: JAR867@bham.ac.uk.



