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ABSTRACT

A small electronic corpus of seventeenth-century Quaker texts in prose broadside format,
published between 1658 and 1675, was subjected to linguistic analysis. Comparisons are made
with similar non-Quaker broadside texts as well as wider Quaker writings. The study looks into
pragmatic functions and organisation of the early Quaker broadsides as well as certain surface
linguistic structures. Evidence is thus provided for aspects of the Quaker writers’ message in
England. This was an expression of urgency and prophetic warnings of the danger of not
turning to the Truth as the Quakers experienced it. The texts are shown to have been written
in a strikingly direct personal communicative style, more evident in the broadsides even than in
the Quaker texts found in a wider electronic corpus.
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In no less than fteen instances, Thomason notes that a broadside, or as he usually
terms it a ‘Libell’, was scattered up and down the streets during the night. In a few
other cases he states that a pamphlet or broadside was given away in Westminster
Hall, fastened on a church door, or distributed by Quakers. (Fortescue et al. 1908:
Vol 1, Part 1, Preface)

INTRODUCTION

This paper focuses on a linguistic case study of a small corpus of broadside texts
extracted from a digital corpus of a variety of Quaker tracts published between
1655 and 1699, all held at the Library of the Religious Society of Friends in London.
There are eighteen such texts, written by seventeen different authors (two are by
Humphery Wollrich) in the corpus published between 1658 and 1675; this was
during the period of the collapse of the English Commonwealth and the eventual
restoration of the monarchy in 1660. This sub-corpus of Quaker broadside texts
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(26,871 words) was compared for analysis to a newly created digital corpus (27,495
words) of a range of prose broadsides by non-Quakers. The main Quaker corpus,
minus the eighteen broadside texts (374,382 words approximately), is used as a
further comparator, along with selected texts from two other available corpora of
Early Modern English texts, covering the same period. These are known respec-
tively as the Helsinki and the Lampeter corpora. Word counts for the relevant
texts that are contemporary with the Quaker broadsides are: Helsinki corpus
(169,479 words approximately) and Lampeter (954,561 approximately). The non-
Quaker broadsides cannot be said to be representative but are randomly selected
to conform to the date range of the Quaker broadsides.
The present study is part of a larger enquiry into aspects of early Quaker prose

style and to my knowledge is the rst such study to use electronic concordance
techniques for the analysis of Quaker writing. Many other enquiries into historical
linguistic data, not only of English, are now in print; for example, see Cecconi
(2009), Hiltunen and Skaffari (2003), Jucker (2009), Rissanen et al. (1993), to
select just a few out of the proli c range of studies in this fast-growing discipline.
However, almost nothing has been published on the language and discourse of
early English prose broadside texts (see McShane 2009). Details of the design and
content of the Helsinki and the Lampeter corpora can be accessed via the links
contained in the list of references at the end of this article. For comparison with
the Quaker corpus, only those texts contemporary with the Quaker tracts have
been used.
The purpose in attempting a study of the Quaker broadsides (henceforth QBS)

is twofold. First, a manageably compact collection of texts written by seventeen
Quakers of the mid-seventeenth century allows for a more detailed manual inves-
tigation of complete texts than would be the case using electronically produced
word lists and concordance lines. This is so even though the immediate contexts
(a few words to the right and left of the node word) are retrievable within the
software. Lexis (vocabulary), grammar and syntax are all included in the study but
only where quantitative analysis has already proved to be fruitful. Secondly, the
prose broadside as a text type seems to have received very little attention to date.
Within the wider Quaker corpus there is a great diversity of publication types,
authors, text types and communicative purposes; this case study attempts to throw
light on to at least one of these types, namely the prose broadside. The question
addressed here is: What can the present enquiry tell us about Quaker prose
writing of this important period of both English and Quaker history?
The QBSs were analysed rst at a discourse level according to the following

four categories: structure of the texts and the visual layout; cohesion; personal
pronouns; aspects of verb form and use. This brought to light several features that
required more detailed analysis through quantitative studies. The two broad
language categories covered are:

certain speci c aspects of verb use
the use of the interjection ‘Oh’ and ‘O’ (also found to be more frequent
that expected).
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Inferences about the immediacy of the style employed by these seventeen writers
are discussed along with considered answers to the question posed above.
Comparisons are then made with contemporary seventeenth-century broadsides
(henceforth non-QBS).

BROADSIDES IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

Broadsides (or ‘broadsheets’) are single sheets of paper printed on one side only
and forming one large page or half-page. They were intended to be pinned or
nailed up in public places or freely distributed, rather like present-day yers; their
original use was mainly for disseminating royal proclamations and other of cial
documents by the likes of councillors and lord mayors. Often they were legalistic
in tone and purpose. During the seventeenth century people started to use the
format for political or religious agitation; many of them were in verse with the
name of a suggested tune to sing them to. These publications were known as
broadside ballads and became very widespread. The price for a cheap single sheet
was usually 1d at this time. This and more detailed background information is
covered in Glaister (1960) and on the website of the National Library of Scotland.
Broadsides were so inexpensive they were frequently seen as common property
and were shared, borrowed, and taken off walls where they had been pinned up
and passed on. They could be read aloud to a group of people, perhaps with non-
readers standing around, in a public area (see Walsham 1994: 34, cited in Cecconi
2009: 140). McShane (2009: n.p.) paints a picture of the widespread existence of
broadsides in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Britain:

An amazing variety of broadside products cluttered up the streets and in ltrated lives
in early modern England. The physical nature of the broadside enabled it to func-
tion spatially, visually and aurally, reaching socially broad and numerous audiences.
Yet the traditional cost of a broadside, a penny, did not change over three centuries
of the early modern period. What was ‘popular’ and what was possibly an ‘instru-
ment of social domination’, foisted on audiences by educational and social elites, in
this context?

As we shall see, the Quaker campaign was neither popular nor a product foisted
by a social elite.

THEQUANTITY ANDNATURE OF THEQUAKER BROADSIDEHOLDINGS

Because of the ephemeral nature of these publications, designed to be read and
then thrown away, we cannot be sure of the proportion of of cial documents to
ballads, political or religious material that has come down to us. A very rough
estimation of the 611 broadsides (ballads and other verse as well as prose) on the
EEBO (Early English Books Online) website for the period 1655–75 indicates
approximately 46% (285 items) from of cial sources and approximately 8% from
Quaker sources (49). The RSoF Library at Friends House, London, holds



QUAKER STUDIES30

approximately 140 Quaker items catalogued as broadsides and published between
1655 and 1675. Licences for printing tracts of all kinds were tightly controlled in
the 1650s and even more so from the Licensing Act of 1662, known as the
Clarendon Code (see Green and Peters 2002: 75). The state censor Roger
L’Estrange carried out extensive searches for the next decade and beyond, and
Friends needed to exercise more self-censorship (Green and Peters 2002: 75). As
many publications, especially broadsides, were unlicensed they needed to be
anonymous. It is all the more surprising therefore to nd that all the eighteen
broadsides in the QBS are by a single, named individual though the printer’s
name is always omitted.
The eighteen QBS in the present sub-corpus range in size from 11"×7" to

14"×10". Other broadsides of the period in Friends House Library, not in the
present sub-corpus, can be as large as 23"×14"; for example, To Parliament now
sitting at Westminster (1659), which, being printed on better quality paper and with
the embellishment of some red ink, is an uncharacteristically expensive Quakers
publication for its time. According to Green and Peters (2002: 70), the rst
Quaker broadside was published in 1655 by George Fox: An exhortation to you who
contemne the power of God. Six of the QBS are clearly open letters and ten of the
remainder have speci c ‘recipients’ in view who are addressed as thou or you.
Green (2000: 411) explains that ‘the genre had been adopted by Baptists and
Quakers as a means of stating their case to their supporters and to a wider con-
stituency who came across their “letters”‘. The broadside holdings in the Friends
House Library, as well as those held elsewhere, are therefore of real interest in the
context of the present study.

THE TWO BROADSIDE SUB-CORPORA IN THE CASE STUDY

Each of the Quaker texts except one is signed by one named individual and the
exception is the broadside tract which, rather than the Friend’s full name, simply
has the initials F.B. printed at the foot. Unlike many of the pamphlets, there are
no broadsides with multiple authorship and none in this sample is completely
anonymous. The non-Quaker texts in the comparator sub-corpus are taken from
the EEBO non-ballad broadside collection and are limited to publication dates of
between 1655 and 1675; seventeen of them come from the main broadside area
of EEBO and the remaining eleven are taken from the Thomason collection.
Thus in all there are twenty-eight texts and most of them are considerably shorter
than the QBS. The full bibliographic list for both broadside sub-corpora are listed
at the end of this paper.
A close study of the eighteen Quaker examples, plus a visual inspection of

many other broadsides held at Friends House Library, indicates the following
characteristics likely to be found in a typical Quaker broadside. The list is
matched with examples from the twenty-eight non-Quaker prose broadside texts
used as a comparator for this case study; these listed characteristics should in no
way be seen as exhaustive features.
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Table 1

Quaker broadside characteristics Non-Quaker broadside characteristics

printed on just one side of a folio or half-
folio sheet in roman type and on cheap
paper.

from just a single author signed at the foot
of the page.

address a group directly, e.g. a local or
national community; priests or scholars,
rulers, magistrates or the ‘government’.

has required the printer to t as much text
as possible into the allotted space—very
little ‘white space’ allowed.

starts with a clear opening salutation to the
ostensible readership and a short but simply
expressed closing section.

has a large, undecorated initial letter,
except when addressing monarch or other
rulers, when a simple woodcut is used for
that letter. No pictures or other
decorations are used.

probably between 1,000 and 2,000 words
long.

explains the ‘better’, Quaker way of
spiritual practice.

persuades or warns the reader(s) and
probably demonstrates some injustice or
suffering.

quotes often from the Bible, probably
woven into the text.

printed on just one side of a folio or half-
folio sheet in roman type and on cheap
paper.

signed by authority, professional person
(legal) or occasional private individual.
Sometimes anonymous.

sometimes address a group directly, or to
authority if there is a grievance; otherwise
to the general public as readership.

sometimes well-set out and more
expensive-looking, including pictures and
coloured text. Often much ‘white space’.

if from authority, then impressive headings
with heraldry and woodcut images;
otherwise simpler heading.

frequently, decorated initial letter.

often quite short, especially proclamations.
Corpus has texts between 360-3,000
words.

numerous and diverse communicative
purposes.

This list covers the visual aspects of the publication type. The discourse
organisation and linguistic aspects are covered in the following section.

RESULTS OFDISCOURSAL AND LINGUISTIC ANALYSES
OFQUAKER BROADSIDE TEXTS

The purpose of the analysis of the broadsides is twofold. On the one hand it
seems important to establish whether the QBS sub-texts are merely a version of
seventeenth-century Quaker prose texts or whether there is something distinctive
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about the Quaker broadsides as a text type. On the other hand there is an equal
necessity to attempt to establish whether seventeenth-century prose broadsides,
whatever the provenance, have a distinctiveness compared to the wider variety of
text types found within the Helsinki and Lampeter corpora. Comparisons made in
this section, therefore, address these two aims, although the QBS are the primary
focus of the investigation. From the ndings, the following aspects of discourse
functions are indicated in the QBS:

1) a strong and urgent sense of personal communication from the writer to
the reader(ship), directly addressing an individual or a group of individu-
als and often using exclamatory features indicating a mode of orality.

2) an expressed urgency about the spiritual nature of events happening now
and also in the immediate past but very relevant for now (in the seven-
teenth-century sense of ‘now’). Action is required on the part of the
reader(ship).

3) prophetic communication.

Additionally, some aspects of Quaker prose style of this period are found here in
greater concentration than in the Quaker corpus as a whole, notably the distinc-
tive syntax of the community of Quaker writers and the preference for gurative
writing. The case study allows these features to be studied and revealed with more
clarity than is feasible when faced with a large body of texts. The results have
been obtained through a combination of working by hand from the paper texts as
well as through the usual corpus linguistic tools of concordancing data and
frequency lists. As stated above, the Helsinki and Lampeter sub-corpora provide
comparison data where relevant, and a small sub-corpus of religious texts from
within the Lampeter selection has been isolated and used as a second comparator,
again only where relevant. This Lampeter sub-corpus contains approximately
135,400 words. Aspects 1) to 3), listed above, will be expanded upon using the
quantitative data as supporting evidence.

VISUAL LAYOUT OF THEQBS

A general comparison of the appearance, layout and discourse structure of the
broadsides is offered here, although it must be reiterated that printers and writers
used a great variety in all of these and one should not over-generalise from this
case study corpus. The Quakers’ broadsides are evidently produced as cheaply as
possible and many of them have as much text as can be squeezed onto one side of
paper, regardless of the size of paper chosen. There is often very little ‘white
space’; clearly in the seventeenth century there were different ideas about what
would be eye-catching. Indeed in a few instances the printer has had to use a
smaller font size for the last few column inches in order to keep to the required
single side of paper. The name of the author is frequently slipped in right at the
foot of the page. All the broadsides in the QBS are signed by single individuals,
albeit brave ones, since those Friends would have been unlicensed to publish at
this time and therefore aware of contravening the law.
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The visual blocking of the broadside was probably chosen by the printer. For
example, sometimes one wide column or two narrower ones were created, some
being separated by a central vertical line. If the addressee was the king or the
current ‘head of state’, the usual large initial letter of the rst word of the text was
embellished by a woodcut. Five of the eighteen texts are printed without
paragraph breaks, just one block of print; of the remaining thirteen some have
clearly de ned paragraphs but others may have just two where the structure of the
text would have required more (in terms of present-day English expectations), or
just a few unevenly distributed paragraphs. It is not clear to what extent the
printer (also probably working illegally at that time) would have sought to
improve the visual layout. A detailed analysis of the texts reveals in several cases a
clearer internal logical structure than that given by the surface visual impression.
In contrast, the non-QBS have a more professional appearance, the of cial ones
may be in black letter type1 (with a ‘gothic font’ appearance), some have detailed
pictures from woodcuts and are set out pleasingly. Those broadsides paid for by
individuals, for instance the widow (‘relict’) of William Guthrie, are less impressive
in appearance though still less cluttered or tightly packed than some of the QBS.
The texts are more conventionally organized, with paragraphing used for all but
the shortest texts and proclamations.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIVE STYLE

Several initial searches of the QBS corpus, using Wordsmith Tools 5.0, indicated
that promising insights might be revealed as to the communicative style of the
writers. A series of searches, for instance, was carried out on personal pronoun use
listed below and found in the QBS; these were compared with ndings in the
wider Quaker corpus (Q non-BS):

I, me, my, mine
thou, thee, thy, thine
he, him, his
she, her, hers
we, us, our
you, ye, your
they, them, their
it

The re exive ‘self / selves’ was not speci cally included since early modern English
practice was to print these as separate words, for example ‘not only for my self’ and
thus these items are captured automatically by the concordance software. These
scores are summarised in Table 2, normed to per 1,000, with actual occurrences
in brackets. Table 2 subsumes all the pronoun cases under each individual heading
(thus for example: I includes all occurrences of I, me, my, mine.)
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Table 2

QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Lampeter (only
religious texts)

I 10.0 (271) 3.0 (85) 12.0 (4,693) 10.9 (1,484)
thou 5.6 (151) 1.4 (41) 7.8 (3,054) 1.3 (178)
he 16.7 (449) 19.0 (523) 19.7 (7,683) 16.3 (2,215)
she 1.1 (32) 0.3 (9) 0.9 (385) 1.4 (201)
we 11.1 (299) 12.9 (355) 7.9 (3,097) 11.5 (1,558)
you 34.0 (914) 4.4 (124) 23.2 (9,035) 10.0 (1,367)
they 17.7 (477) 17.2 (473) 18.1 (7,027) 16.0 (2,176)
it 7.8 (212) 7.6 (211) 9.2 (3,588) 10.5 (1,422)

thou/you
combined 39.6

(1,065)
5.8 (165) 31 (12,089) 11.3 (1,545)

The results she, they and it offer no particular insights other than the expected
seventeenth-century fact of the invisibility of the female—though slightly less so
from the Quaker and other religious communities. However, what is interesting
is the high frequency in the QBS of the rst person singular: 10.0 compared with
3.0 for the two normed broadside scores. If the scores for the second person
person thou and you are combined, we arrive at 39.6 compared with 5.8. This
supports the impression of immediacy of the communicative purpose of the
Quaker broadsides. The Q non-BS only yields 31.0 and the religious sub-corpus
11.3. The Quaker broadsides are not impersonal texts sent out to whoever may
choose to read them. The implied wider readership is included with the overt thou
/ you / ye of the immediate recipient(s) or addressees and indeed makes for a good
style for campaigning literature. The rst person singular has far fewer occurrences
in the non-QBS, indicating the impersonal style of these publications.
Still keeping to the area of personal pronoun use, the next results concern the

self-referencing device of an ‘author present’ style as opposed to the impersonal
‘author not present’ and the reduced use of personal pronouns or increased
frequency of alternative structures such as ‘it’ / ‘they’ or a generalised ‘we’. An
examination in the QBS of the appearance of ‘I’ / ‘me’, also noting the location of
the rst instance of the author speci cally as ‘I’ yields the following:

Location Number
Author present (‘I’ / ‘me’) - near or at the start:2 8

- in the middle of the text 6
- at the end of the text 3
- not ‘present’ at all 1

Author present (speaking in the role of God) 3

A reliance on the immediate surrounding text of the concordance lines might
miss the fact of the ‘author’ representing God speaking in the rst person. These
gures do not include several texts in the QBS where ‘we’ / ‘us’ is used possibly at
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an earlier stage to stand for a Quaker community or all those who have been
‘convinced’. The pronoun ‘we’ is found to include the monarch—the ‘royal
we’—in a few of the non-QBS and, as previously noted, all the signatories to the
QBS are single individuals, not complete groups or communities of people, even
if the single, identi able Quaker can be understood to be probably speaking for
many. This typi es the Quaker principle of speaking out as an individual that
holds good among the Quaker communities to this day, as is exempli ed in the
often-quoted passage by Margaret Fell-Fox:

You will say, ‘Christ saith this, and the apostles say this’ but what canst thou say? Art
thou a child of the Light, and hast thou walked in the Light, and what thou
speakest, is it inwardly from God? (Journal of George Fox, 1694: ‘The testimony of
Margaret Fox concerning her late husband’)

It is possible to link this aspect of speaking or writing from personal experience
with later expressions of Quakerism, thus detecting the distinctively Quaker sense
of personal responsibility in giving and acknowledging ownership of a message,
whether that be in writing or in spoken ministry in a present-day unprogrammed
Meeting for Worship.
To continue the theme of the vivid personal communicative style of the QBS

we next turn to the occurrence in the texts of the pragmatic interjection ‘Oh’ /
‘O’ in its two variant forms, which appear quite frequently in the QBS. This is
evident in a reading of the whole texts, as well as being highlighted through the
‘keyword’ tool in Wordsmith Tools using initially the whole Quaker corpus as a
small reference corpus and then the combined Helsinki and Lampeter corpora.
There are two pragmatic functions at work here: the use of the vocative case and
as an exclamation. Sometimes the concordance lines show that both functions can
be brought together in the same word. There appears to be no correlation
between spelling and function. The exclamatory function expresses sudden
and/or intense emotion on the part of the writer. For the vocative sense, the
readership (overt and implied) is directly addressed.
The literature from a historical point of view on this linguistic item is quite

helpful, especially for literary texts (see Shiina 2005 whose work is based on a
corpus of Early Modern English comedies). Culpeper and Kytö (2000), also inves-
tigating speech-related language—which is primarily either ction or verbatim
transcriptions of speech—offer useful insights in their Chapter 10. They refer to
Oh / O as ‘pragmatic noise’ and con rm the suggestion made above that the
exclamatory function can include emotions of distress; surprise; frustration or
extreme exasperation; directed anger or scorn (2000: 238). Kohnen (2009: 77)
found that Oh / O was the second most frequent item in his Early Modern
English prayer corpus after a keyword comparison with a contemporary news-
paper corpus serving as a reference corpus. The QBS texts do not pretend to
replicate speech but their sense of immediacy may imbue them with elements of
spoken language.
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Table 3. a) vocative function; b) exclamatory, or exclamatory + vocative functions
(normed per 10,000, actual occurrences in brackets)

QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Helsinki/
Lampeter

Lampeter
religious texts

a) vocative Oh/O 11.9 (32) 1.0 (3) 5.8 (228) 0.3 (37) 0.4 (6)
b) exclamatory Oh/O 8.5 (23) 0.7 (2) 6.2 (241) 0.9 (89) 1.9 (27)

Total 20.4 (55) 1.7 (5) 12.0 (469) 1.3 (126) 2.3 (33)

Most occurrences of Oh / O in the combined Helsinki and Lampeter sub-corpora
are found in the religious domain: 33 (see far right column in Table 3); two of the
drama-comedy texts: 41 (Farquhar and Vanbrugh); and the diary of Pepys: 32. ‘O
Lord’ appears as a vocative in the religious context but, unsurprisingly, appears
more as an exclamation in the theatrical context. A comparison between both
broadside corpora shows higher frequencies of the vocative form compared with
the exclamatory use: slightly more in the non-QBS but a much greater gap in the
QBS, though the raw gures are too low to merit safe generalisations.
Some examples from the QBS:

Vocative
1) Therefore, O King! Suffer not thy Name to be abused, nor the good people under Thee

to be made havock of. (Maylins)

Exclamatory
2) And O, how far from single Upright-heartedness is it, hath it been to rejoyce, be glad

at,… O that such may nd a place of repentance. (Swinton)

Of the 32 actual instances of vocative function in the QBS, all Oh / O items
appear in initial position, which is to say at the start of a new clause-thought
immediately following a punctuation mark, except for four lines (examples 3 to
6):

Medial position
3) But so it is, O King, …
4) Let thy mind, Oh King, …
5) And be it known unto you, O ye rebellious Children, …

Final position
6) And thus is the Popish spirit of Idolatry shewed forth in thee, Oh London.

All the occurrences in the b) category of exclamatory function are in initial posi-
tion following a punctuation mark. The inference from the positioning of this
item must be the foregrounding of the expressiveness of the word in the mind of
the writer. Examples of the individuals, inhabitants or towns so addressed are:

Oh Cambridge
Oh (dear) Friend
Oh Earth, Earth, Earth
Oh! hypocrisie
O/Oh King
Oh London!

Oh my soul!
O thou beautiful Bride
O thou Seed
O Ye Parliament of England
Oh you spiritual plants
Oh you hard-hearted, you unbelievers
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A great variety of emotions is clearly being expressed in this distinctive fashion in
the Quaker broadsides in a way that is more evident than in the broader Quaker
corpus. Here, it would seem, is the heart of the purpose and expressiveness of the
Quaker broadside as a text type.

THE IMMEDIACY ANDURGENCY OF ‘NOW’,
AND ACTIONREQUIRED OF THEREADER

A collection of linguistic features leads to the interpretation of the urgency of the
Quakers’ message that was being communicated particularly through their broad-
sides. Findings in the present data show the high frequency of two verb phrase
patterns: have + present perfect tense, which will be discussed below, and the
progressive aspect, in particular the present progressive which is considered here.
The searches excluded any progressive forms that are passive in meaning, a not
uncommon feature of the English of this period. One lexical association of the
present-day English present progressive aspect according to Biber et al. is to refer
to:

…an event or state of affairs which is in progress, or continuing, at the time indi-
cated by the rest of the verb phrase…typically used to report situations or activities
that are in progress at some point in time. (Biber et al. 1999: 460-61)

Table 4 below sets out the relevant data, showing the higher frequencies for most
forms of the progressive aspect in the QBS compared with the other sub-corpora,
including the other Quaker writings, and especially compared with the non-QBS.
Only nite clauses with the full pattern of aux vb + main vb +’-ing’ are counted
(see examples 7 and 8 below). All the non-Quaker corpora show relatively low
frequencies for the past and the present perfect progressive. There is a slightly
increased incidence of the ‘will + ‘be’ + ‘-ing’ pattern from non-Quaker writers,
but the interesting score is the one for the present progressive. Clearly there is a
preference by Quaker writers to express immediacy in the ‘now’, and the QBS
writers demonstrate that sense of urgency even more than the wider pamphlet and
book set of publications comprising the Quaker core corpus. We cannot tell at
this remove from the seventeenth-century whether this really was the intention of
the utterer who employed the progressive aspect. Such usage of language certainly
conveys a present-day English avour.

Table 4 (scores normed to per 10,000)

QBS Non-Q BS Q non-BS Helsinki/
Lampeter

Lampeter
religious texts

pres. progressive 13.3 (36) 0.3 (1) 10.9 (423) 1.0 (95) 0.2 (28)
past progressive 2.2 (6) 0.7 (2) 0.7 (28) 1.0 (99) 0.2 (27)
pres. perf prog. 0.7 (2) 0 (0) 0.5 (20) 0 0
future BE + ‘will’ 0 (0) 1.4 (4) 0.1 (4) 0.1 (10) 0

Total 16.2 (44) 2.5 (7) 12.2 (475) 2.1 (204) 0.4 (55)
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Elsness has studied the development over time of the progressive aspect. Working
with the Helsinki Corpus, his ndings show that ‘the overall relative frequency of
the progressive increases very markedly from Period I [1500–1570] to Period II
[1570–1640], and then it more than doubles from Period II to Period III [1640–
1710]’ (Elsness 1994: 10). His gures are hard to compare with those of the
present study since Period III of the Helsinki Corpus goes far beyond the latest
date of 1675 of the Quaker corpus and QBS sub-corpus. One may infer from his
results that the rate of frequency of occurrence increased as the eighteenth century
approached. His data include no more ndings after 1710 until the twentieth
century although he estimates that in the intervening 300 years, the frequency of
occurrence of the progressive increased by almost four times.
Scores for the future progressive are presumably too small to show as a separate

category. All the scores for the QBS indicate an increased frequency of this verb
form, even allowing for the shorter chronological period. The increase is
especially noticeable in the use of the present progressive, even more than for
Quaker writing in general.
Examples from the QBS:

[present progressive]
7) Yet are you treading in her steps of idolatry. (F.B.)

[present perfect progressive]
8) How often have you and your Teachers been reading and talking of loving Enemies?
(Vokins)

USE AND FUNCTION OF THE PRESENT PERFECT ASPECT

This section continues the illustration of the assertion made above concerning the
linguistic expression of immediacy in the QBS. Findings for have + past participle
which forms the present perfect aspect are introduced next. The keyword func-
tion in Wordsmith, referred to above, indicated a higher than expected frequency
of the pattern hath + past participle. Subsequent searches were widened rst to
include the less archaic have / has + past participle; see, for example, Bambas
(1998: 70) and Görlach (1991: 89). Kohnen et al.’s 2011 study reports useful
ndings for these word-forms in terms of the changing nature of conservatism in
religious registers. Secondly, the searches included instances of the have-form as a
main verb. Table 5 gives the data for the total instances of the present perfect verb
phrase, so that it can be seen that have as auxiliary verb in the QBS yields a
normed frequency of 10.0 compared with 5.8 in the non-QBS. Although the
QBS shows a preference for the less archaic have/has, hath still occurs more fre-
quently in this pattern than in any of the comparator corpora. The QBS includes
instances of hath being used for both the singular and the plural for both senses of
the verb. The table provides values for auxiliary verb have + past participle (pp)
combining to form verbs in the present perfect tense, and as main verb.
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Table 5 (normed scores per 1,000, actual occurrences in brackets)

HAVE-forms QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Helsinki/
Lampeter

Lampeter
religious
texts

hath (aux + pp) 4.4 (119) 2.1 (58) 2.9 (1,164) 1.1 (1,090) 1.3 (180)
have / has (aux + pp) 5.6 (153) 3.7 (104) 4.1 (1,600) 3.6 (3,464) 3.1 (426)
hath (main verb) 0.0 (1) 0.2 (8) 0.5 (195) 0.4 (409) 0.3 (48)
have / has (main verb) 1.9 (53) 1.4 (39) 1.7 (666) 2.2 (2,111) 1.8 (255)

Total HAVE-forms
(aux + pp)

10.0 (272) 5.8 (162) 7.0 (2,763) 4.7 (4,554) 4.4 (606)

Total HAVE-forms
main vb

1.9 (54) 1.6 (47) 2.2 (2,622) 2.6 (2,520) 2.1 (303)

Total hath (aux
or main vb)

4.4 (120) 2.3 (66) 3.4 (1,359) 1.5 (1,499) 1.6 (228)

Examples from the QBS are:

9) God … hath looked down from Heaven, and hath beheld and seen how mankind
is degenerated. (Green)

10) …if we keep to that principle of himself which we know he hath made known unto us.
(Brend)

An investigation into why the QBS yields a higher frequency reveals two things:
rst, that more of the content of the QBS is concerned with what the writers say
has taken place recently and needs to be widely circulated to the readership. Biber
et al. (1999: 467) explain the present perfect aspect in present-day English as
[describing] ‘a situation that continues to exist up to the present time’. In other
words something that happened before now but which is still in being now.
‘Most of the verbs that are common [in present-day English] with the perfect
aspect denote physical or communicative activities with consequences that can exist
over an extended period of time. These verbs therefore imply a resultant state in the
present’ (Biber et al. 1999: 465; my italics). As we have seen, the ‘consequences’
for Quaker writers include literally apocalyptic ones and implications that the
present state is dire and temporary. These grammatical ndings compare with the
more diverse communicative purposes of the non-QBS texts. The second feature
of the higher frequency ndings mentioned at the beginning of this paragraph is a
preference on the part of the authors for using hath rather than have/has to form
the present perfect tense (see examples 9 and 10). Hath seems almost never to
have been used in a main verb form (as in the invented phrase: *he hath peace in
his heart). Be + main verb was also used as a form of the present perfect tense to a
small extent at this period of English, as in the often-quoted phrase by Fox:
‘Christ is come [= has come] to teach his people himself’ (Fox, 1655, A paper for
seven Land’s End parishes; in Fox 1952: 236).
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PROPHESYING

The next part of this discussion takes the question of the occurrence of auxiliary
verbs in the broadsides a step further by highlighting the results of searches on
modality.3 The instances of the modal auxiliary verbs will, shall, may, would, can /
cannot, should, must, might, ought (in all their conjugated forms) plus their spelling
variants, were tested and compared (see Table 6 below). Most results produced
not dissimilar scores across the comparisons; however, a greater frequency of will
and shall is evident in the QBS, indicating a concern about the future. A closer
inspection shows that the writers are often warning their addressees or prophesy-
ing. The QBS seem slightly more concerned to express this function than is indi-
cated in the fuller Quaker corpus. Table 6 gives the data for the future will/shall
instances (all forms of these auxiliary verbs) as well as a summary of the totals of
the other modal auxiliaries listed above. The score that differs from the comparator
corpora here is for the total modal auxiliaries found in the non-QBS. This further
con rms the informative function of these predominantly of cial broadside texts.

Table 6 (normed to per 1,000, actual occurrences in brackets)

QBS Non-QBS Q non-BS Helsinki/
Lampeter

Lampeter
religious texts

will 6.7 (182) 2.5 (69) 4.3 (1,678) 3.1 (2,983) 3.1 (429)
shall 3.9 (105) 2.7 (76) 3.8 (1,490) 2.3 (2,198) 2.0 (274)
Total ‘future’ aux 10.6 (287) 5.2 (145) 8.1 (3,168) 5.4 (5,181) 5.1 (703)
Total modal aux
excluding ‘future’

11.1 6.3 10.5 11.1 9.6 (1,300)

We are concerned here particularly with the auxiliary modals indicating future
time. Other modals, for example of obligation, which might be expected to show
high frequencies in the non-QBS of cial texts, actually yield very similar data to
the QBS. Frequencies for the modal would do not include those denoting futurity.
Table 7 compares only Quaker broadsides with non-Quaker broadsides for these
items. Examples of such prophesying as found in the broadsides are:

11) This is the Word of the Lord God, that shall stand for ever, over the Heads of all the
avowed and secret heart-Enemies of Israel. (Swinton)

12) For a day there is coming that wilt make the keepers of the house tremble. (Biddle)

Table 7 (values normed per 1,000)

Q BS Non-Q BS

may 3.4 3.3
would 2.2 1.3
can / cannot 1.8 1.3
should 1.1 1.1
must 1.1 1.0
could 0.6 0.0
might 0.5 0.4
ought 0.4 0.2
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SUMMARY OFQUANTITATIVE FINDINGS ANDDISCUSSION

Although some aspects of the language revealed very similar results across the text
types, some elements stood out. The interpretation of these results is that the
three areas of linguistic distinctiveness concern that of an urgency of message.
This message seeks to inform and change the behaviour and spiritual practice of
the readership, both named addressees and the wider public, by reminding them
of events in the recent past, and expressing warnings and prophesies about God’s
present and future actions. The message is delivered in a personal, often speech-
like style which carries a avour of immediacy. Other aspects of the Quakers’
message and style did not show up in the data as particularly distinctive compared
with their other publication types.

CONCLUSIONS

Very little scholarship has been undertaken until recently on the seventeenth-cen-
tury prose broadside as a text type. Quakers have been unusual in their decision
to archive so many of these ephemera and no previous detailed study has been
carried out on the Quaker ones, certainly not from a linguistic point of view.
The original purpose of the case study was to enable a discrete and manageable

sub-section of the Quaker corpus by isolating the eighteen broadsides, then to use
this sub-corpus to draw out any distinctive aspects of the linguistic style and com-
municative purpose of the texts though the techniques of corpus analysis. The
data indicate that these broadsides are principally functioning as argument or
exhortative texts; the purpose is clearly personal and direct. The communicative
style of the message is a vital one and the ndings all underline in some way the
‘I/thou or you’ two-way conversation in its urgency and passion, echoed by
Martin Buber’s writings on relationships, for example Ich und Du (1923; ET
1937). Each broadside text is written by a single, named Friend with his or her
own style but can be said to be distinctively ‘Quaker’ in a number of respects.
It must be remembered that these ndings cannot be seen as representative of

the whole body of early Quaker prose writings; the data have revealed similarities
but also interesting differences. The differences were brought to light through
several particular linguistic features, providing a snapshot of the nature of the
broadsides under discussion. The stance of the writers is important and is
evidenced by some of the language they used, both at the lexico-grammatical
level and at the level of discourse. It is possible that the Quaker broadside produc-
tion was in uenced by the prose and verse broadside text types they were
adapting for their own religious and radical purposes, but they brought their own
distinctive prose writing style and adapted a cheap print production type for their
own style of campaigning—a feature of Quaker life that was to continue to the
present day. Further research investigating later broadside texts and also a much
larger corpus of non-Quaker broadsides could prove useful in putting more esh
on these preliminary case-study ndings.
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PRIMARY SOURCES

QUAKER BROADSIDES (QBS)

Author Wing Date Title
Moon M2527 1658 The true light which shines in the heart
Hubberthorn H3242 1659 A word of wisdom and counsel to the of cers and

souldiers
Mellidge M1647B 1659 Winchester Prison the 21th day of the 1 month, 59
Wollrich W3297 1659 A plaine, and good advice to the Parliament-men, and

Of cers of the Army
Biddle B2866A 166– Wo to thee town of Cambridge
Clayton C4608B 1660 A letter to the king
F.B. B64 1660 To all that observe dayes
Green G1812A 1661 Good council and advice unto all professors
Maylins M1447 1661 A letter which was delivered to the King… From the

Barbados
Wollrich W3300 1661 To all Presbiterian ministers, who own themselves to be

Ministers of Christ’s Gospel
Gilman G768A 1663 To the inhabitants of the earth
Brend B4359A 1664 Oh ye magistrates in and about this city of London
Swinton S6284 1664 Heaven and earth, sea and dry land
Crisp C6944 1666 A word in due season, or, Some harvest meditations
Thornton T1060 1670 A tender salutation to the seed
Vokins V686 1671 A loving advertisement unto all those who joyn together

to persecute the innocent
Salmon S420 1674 William Salmon’s answer to Jeremiah Ives’s request
Smith, R. S4161 1675 To professors of religion of all sorts

NON-QUAKER BROADSIDES (NON-QBS)

Author or
Provenance

Reel no: Date Title

Jeffery Corbet Thomason/
247.669.f.20.[37.]

1656 The protestant’s warning-piece: or the
humble remonstrance of Jeffery Corbet

Thomas Tookey Thomason/
247.669.f.20.[27.]

1656 The visible porch or known entrance into a
Church or Christian Fellowship

Sadler Wing /L2864H 1657 My Lord Mayor and this Court of Aldermen

George Booth Thomason/
247.669.f.21.[66.]

1659 A letter from Sir George Booth to a friend of
his

[Dr. Barber] Thomason/
247.669.f.21.[32.]

1659 The humble petition of divers inhabitants of
the county of Hertford…

William Prynne
Esq.

Thomason/
247.669.f.21.[42.]

1659 The new cheaters forgeries, detected,
disclaimed

Anon. Thomason/
247.669.f.21.[26.]

1659 Twelve plain proposals offered to the honest
and faithful of cers and souldiers…
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George Monck Wing /A851 1660 A letter from the General Monck

Anon. Wing/S4475 1660 Some arguments against lling up the
Parliament with new members

W.P. Wing/P132 1660 A letter from Ireland to an honourable citizen
of London…

John Grif th et al. Thomason/
247.669.f.22.[67]

1660 A declaration of some of those people in or
near London, called Anabaptists

Thomas
Fanshawe et al.

Thomason/
247.669.f.24.[72.]

1660 A declaration of the Knights and Gentry of
the county of Hertford

Anon. Thomason/
247.669.f.22.[62.]

1660 A sober and serious representation to such as
or may be in power…

Anon. Thomason/
247.669.f.26.[31.]

1660 A true and perfect relation of the Grand
Traytors execution…

J.H. [James
Howell]

Wing/H56A 1661 A cordial for the Cavaliers

Ireland. Lords
Justices &
Council

Wing/I714 1661 Whereas at the Parliament holden in this
Kingdom

Thomas
Grantham et al.

Thomason/
247.669.f.26.[59.]

1661 The second humble addresse of those who
are called Anabaptists in the county of
Lincoln

Ireland. Lord
Deputy &
Council

Wing/I616 1665 A proclamation for a thanksgiving for the late
victory

Anon. Wing/C1017 1666 The case of the booksellers and printers stated

A.C. Wing/A608 1666 Advertisement Be Agnes Campbel, relict of
the deceast…Guthrie

Anon. Wing/C900 1666 The case of Cornelius Bee and his
partners…booksellers

Lord Deputy and
Council, Dublin

Wing/I743 1668 Whereas by proclamation, bearing date the
nineteenth day of June last…

Anon. Wing/S2025 1670 The Scots demonstration of their abhorrence
of Popery

Edward Bushel et
al.

Wing/1182:15 1670 The case of Edward Bushel, John
Hammond…

Anon. Wing/C940 1670 The case of many coachmen in London and
Westminster

Anon. Wing/B4603 1674 A brief memorial…concerning the making
and repairing of Dover Harbour

Joseph Hall Wing/1332:30 1674 Bishop Hall’s sayings concerning travellers

William Perkins Wing/P1573 1674 The whole duty of Man…table of the ten
commandments
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APPENDIX

Example 1: Humphrey Wollrich, A plaine and Good Advice to the Parliament-Men
and Of cers of the Army (1659)
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Example 2: Esther Biddle,,Wo to thee town of Cambridge (116666––))
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NOTES

1. See example at the end of this article
2. The structural nature of the broadside texts makes it impossible to specify precise

boundaries of the stages of these stretches of discourse.
3. Modal auxiliary verbs are used by a speaker in conjunction with a main verb to express a

judgment or attitude, or to make an assessment about a subject, for instance modals of
obligation, possibility etc. One way of talking about the future in English is to use the auxiliary
verbs will and shall.
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